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Ballinore, September 24, 1814. 


Being disturbed by the enemy, and having every 
person in the office, a small" boy excepted, under 
arms, last Saturday passed without a publication. of 
the Weekit Register. Weo shall bring up the now 
two Wanting numbers as fast as we can, without re- 
gard to pariictlar days of publication, until we get 
hilo rewularity of time, with our work. The pres- 
sive of smportant matier is a particular mducement 
to this mode of proceeding at this time; atid the 
index for the 6th volume will be a little delayed for 
the purpose of speedily laying many documents and 
facts before our readers. 

As the “events of the war” thicken, the utility of}! 
such a record as tlris becomes the more manifest. 
By copious details and metitodical arrangement we 


shall exert ourstlves to mect the cxpectation of 


our patvous and triends. 

‘Tae preseent nuinber contains an account of rour 
glorious events—the defeat of the British at fort 
Brie, xt Plattsdurg, and Baltimore, and the capture 
of thei whole feet on Champlain. “Te Deum laudu- 
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Ofthcial Articles. 
Copy of a letter from vice-admiral Cochrane ta Mr. 
Monroe. 
Ilis Britannie majesty’s ship. the Tonnant, 





mi the Paturxciat river, 18th Angust, 18145 


sin—Having been called upon by the governor 
general of the Canadas to aid him in carrying into 
etfect measures of retaliation against the inhabitants 
of the United States, for the wanton destruction com- 
mitted by their army in Upper Canada, it has be- 
come imperiously my duty, conformably with the 
nature of the revernor reneral’s application, to issue 
to the naval force under my command, an order to 
destroy and tuy waste such towns and districts upon 
the ceast, us may be found assailable. 
had hoped tiat this contest would have termi- 
nated, without my being obliged to resort to sever. 
ties which ave contrary to the usage of civilized 
varfare, and as ithas been with extreme reluctance 
ail concern that I have found myseit compelled to 
adopt this system of devastation, I shall be equally 
gratified if the conduct of the executive of the Uni- 
ted States wiil authorise my staying such ,proceed- 
ings, by making reparation to the suffering inhabi- 
tants of Upper Canada: thereby manifesting that if 
the destructive measures pursued by their army were 
never sanctioned, they will no longer be permitted by 
thle government. 
{ liave the honor to be, sir, with much considera- 
tion, your most obedient humble servant. 
(Signed) ALEX. COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral und commander in chief of his Britai- 
nic majesty’s ships and vessels upon the NV. .dine- 
rican station. 
‘The honorable James Monroe, secretary of state, Kc, 
&ec. &c. Washington. 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Monroe to sir Alexquder 
Cochrane, vice admiral, &c. &c. 
: Department of state, September 6, 1814. 
sin—TI have had the honor to recefve your letter 
of the 18th of August, stating, that haying been 


VOL. Vib 


called on by the gover nor g- neval of the Canadas, to 
aid him in carrying into efect measures of retalia- 
iion against the inhabitants of Uae United States, for 
the wanton desolation committed by their army in 
Upper Canada, it has become your duty, conformably 
with the nature of the governor general’s application, 
to issue to the naval force under your command, an 
ordet to destroy and day waste such towns and dis- 
tricts upon the coast as may be found assailabie. 

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that this sys- 
tem of devastation which has been practised by the 
British forces, so manifesily contrary to the lisage of 
civilized warfure, j is placvd by you on the ground of 
retaliation. No sooner were ihe United. States com- 
pelied to resort to war against Great Breuin, than 
they resolved to wage it ina manner most consonant 
to the principles of humanity, and to those friendly 
relations which it was desirable to preserve between 
the two nations, after the restoration of peace. They 
perceived however with the deepest regret that a 
spirit alike just and humane was neither cherished 
nor acted on by your government. Such an asser- 
tion would not be haz irded, if it was net supported 
by ficts, the prootef which has perhaps already car- 

ied the sar ne conviction to other nations that it has 
to the peop! cof these states. Without dwelling on 
the deplor ble crucities committed by the savages in 
the Itritish ranks, aud in British pay, on American 
prisoners at the river Raisin, which to this day have 
never been disavowed or atoned, Treter, as more im- 
mediately connected with the subject of your letter, 
to the wanton desolstion that was committed, at 
Havre-de-grace,and at Georgetown, early in the Spring 
1813. ‘These villages were burnt and ravaged by the 
naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of their un- 
armed inhabitants, who saw with astowishment that 
they derived no protection to their preperty from the 
laws of war. During the same season, scenes of in- 
vasion and pillage, carried on under the same autho- 
rity, Were witnessed all along the waters of the Che- 
5 apeake, to anextent inflicting the most serious pri- 
yate distress, and under ci extent: ineées that justified 
the suspicion, that revenge and cupidity, rather than 
the manly motives that should dictate the hostility of 
the high mided foe, led to their perpetration. The 
late destruction of the houses of the government in 
this cilv is another act whieh comes necessarily in 
view. th the wars of modern Eureape, no examples 
of the kind, even among nations the most hostile to 
eack other, can be traced. In the course of ten years 
past, the caput: ils of the principal powers of the con- 
tinent of Europe have keen conquered, and occupied 
alternately by the victorious armies of each other, 
and no instanee of such wanton and unjustifiable des- 
truction has been seen. We must go back to dis- 
tant and barbarous ages, to find a parallel for the 
acts of which I complain. 


Although these acts ef desolation invited, if they 
did not impose on the government the necessity of 
retaliation, yet in no instance has it been authorised. 

The burning of the village of Newark in Upper Ca- 
nada, pesterior to the early outrages above enume- 
vated, was not executed on that principle. The vil- 
lage of Newark adjoined fort George, and its des- 
truction was justified by the officer who ordered ite | 





jon the ground that i, became nvcessary in the mij,’ 
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tary operations there. The act however was disa- 
vowed by the government. Vhe burning which took 
place at Long Point was unauthorised by the go- 
vernment, and the conduct of the officer subjected 
to the investigation of a military tribunal. For the 
burning at St. Davia’s, committed by stragglers, the 
officer who commanded in that quarter was dismis- 
sed without a trial, for not preventing it. 

I am commanded by the president distinctly to; 
state, that itas little comports with any orders which 
have been issued to the military and naval command- 
ers of the United States, as it does with the establish- 
ed and Known humanity of the American nation, to 
pursne a system which it appears you have adopted. 
‘This government owes it to tiselt, to the principles | 
which it has ever heid sacred, to disavow, as justly 
changeable to it, any such wanion, cruel and unjusti- | 
fiable warfare. 

Whatever tnauthorised irregularity may have been | 
committed by «ny of its troops, it would have been: 
ready, acting on these principles of sacred and eter-! 
nal obligstion, to disavow, and as far as might be) 
practicable, to repair. But in the plan of desolating | 
warfare which your letter so explicitly makes known, 
and which is «{tempted to be excused ona ples so 
uiteriy groundiess, the president perceives a spirit 
of deep rooted hostility, which, withou! the evidence 
of such facts, he could nat have believed existed, or 
would have been carried to such an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever nature 
they muy be, not sanctioned by the law of nations, 
which the military ay naval force of either power 
may have committed, agaimst the other, this go-| 
vernment will always be ready to enter into recipro- 
calarrangements. It is presumed that your govern-| 
ment will neither expect nor propose any which are | 
not reciprocal, | 

Showid vour government adhere to a system of de-! 
solation, so contrary to the views and practice of the| 
United States, so revolting to humanity, and repug-| 
nant to the sentiment and usages of the civilized) 
world, whilst it will be seen with the deepest regret, | 





—_— 





practised upon the public there. The vice appears 
to run through the family. 





Copy of a letter from licut.col Croghan to brig. gen¢ 
MiArthur, commanding 8th militury district, dated 
Detroit, Auzust 23, 1814. 


Dean sin—I communicated in my report of the 
ith inst. my intention of continuing on lake Huron 
with three companies, for the purpose of breaking 
up any depots which the enemy might have on the 
east side of the iske. 

We were fortunate in learning that the ovly line of 
communication from Yerk to Meckinaw, &c. was 
by the way cf lake Simcoe and Nautauwasaga river, 
which empties into lake Huron abou: 100 miles S. F. 
of Cabot’s Head. To ‘hat river, therefore, our 
course was directed, in hope of finding the enemy’s 
sehr. Nancy which was thought to be in that quarter. 
On the 15th inst. the flect anchored off the moutl 
of that river, and my troops were quickly disem- 
barked on the peninsula formed between the river 
and iake for the purpose of fixing a camp. 

On reconnoitering the position thus taken, it was 
discovered that the schooner Nancy was drawn up 
in the rivera few hundred yards above us, under 
cover of a block-house, erected on a commanding 
situation on the opposite shore. 

Having Innded with nothing larger than 4 pound- 
ers, and it being now too late in the evening to es- 
txblish a battery of heavy guns, I determined on re- 
maiming silent until I could be enabled to open with 
eitect. 

On the following morning a fire for a few minutes 
was kept up by the shipping upon the block-house, 
but with little effect, as the direction towards it only 
could be given, a thin wood intervening to obscure 
the view. About 120’clock two how:tzers (an 8 1-2 
and 5 1-2 inch) being placed within a few hundred 
yards of the block-house, commenced a fire which 


lasted but a few minutes, when the house blew up; 


mes ay will be met with a determination and at the same time communicated the fire to the Nancy 
constancy becoming a tree people, contending in alwhich was quickly so enveloped in flames, as to ren- 
just Culisé lor ineir essential rights, and their dearest, der any attempts which might have been made to 
amterests. {save her unavailing. My first impression on seeing 
i have the honor to be, with great consideration,| the explosion was, that the enemy, after having sp:k- 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, jed his guns, had set fire to the magazine himself ; 
f: (Signed) JAMES MONROE. | but upon examination it was found to have been oc- 
Vice admiral sir Hexander Cochrane, communder in casioned bv the bursting of one of our shells ; which, 
clief of MH. B. Hl. ships and vessels, &e. firing some comdustible matter near the magazine, 
|cave the enemy but barely time to escape before the 


From the National Intellivenéer. 


texplosion took place. 


The commodore secured and 


, ghar it mentioned in some prints, that the|brought off the guns which were mounted within 
poe etier of aamiral Coclirane to the secretary of|the block-house (two 24 pound carronades and one 
state was received before the enemy entered Wash-|long 6 pounder,) together with some rouud shot, 


ington. This is not so. 


We state the fact, on the | 


3} 
grape anu cannister. The enemy will feel sensibly 


we eensuonalire authority, that it did not arrive! the loss of the Nanev, her carge consisting («t the 
in Washingion until late in the night of the 30th of|time of her being on fire) of several hundred barrels 


August, and that it was not received by the secreta- 
ry of staterntil the morning of the Sist. 

The letter was dated on the 18th, probably the 
very day the Tofnant arrived in the Patuxent. It 


affects to give previous notice of an intention to des-| 


troy and lav waste our towns, and yet is not even 
sent off (although antedated) until after this pur- 
pose has been accomplished at Washington. This is 
a very pretty little trick played off by the vice-admi- 
ral in his first essay at diplomatic correspondence 
and we doubt not has been matter of Pleasant chuck. 
Ling between himself and friend, that accomplished 
and high bred wentleman admiral George Cockburn ) 
Itis worthy of remark, thata near blood relation of 


bee provisions, mtended as a six months supply for 


the garrison at Mackinac. 

Having executed (so fur as my force could effec*) 
the orders of the 2d of June, given me by the se- 
cretary of war, 1 left Nautsuwasaga on the 15th, 
and arrived on the 2ist at the mouth of the river Si 
Cla’y with my whole force except a Saw soldiers of 
ihe 17th infantry, who were left as marines on bo rd 
two small vessels, which still continue to cruize cn 
that lake. 

Iam, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 

GEORGE CROGHAN, 





the vice-rsdmiral’s has lately been convicted in Eng- 
land and sentenced to the piNory for a deception! 


Lieut. col. 2d rife reg* 


Briz. gen. DD. VW Arthur, 


. 


« command ne Sthmilitary distract, 
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BATTLE OF FORT ERIE. ‘almost empty. It blew up with an explosion more 
Copies of letters from brigadier general Gaines to the awful in appearance than injarious in its effects, as 
secretary of war, dated jit did nét disable a man or derange a gun, It oce 


Head-quarters, Fort Erie, U. C. Augist 23, 1814.| casioned but a momentary cessation of the thunders 

sin—Loss of sleep and constant exposure to the! of the artillery on both sides; it was followed Ly a 
weather in its varions changes, gave me some days| loud and joyous shout by the British army, which 
ago a violent cold, which has put it out of my own) Was instantly returned on our part, and captain Wil- 
power to do any thing more than the state of the|liams amidst the smoke of the explosion renewed 
service here rendered "absolutely indispensible. |the contest by an animated rour of his heavy cannon, 
Hence my apology for delwving until this day my re-; | From the supposed loss of our ammunition, and 
port of the battle of the 13th inst. | the consequent depression such an cvent was lkeiy 

General Drummond is quietly engaged in collect-| to produce apon the minds of oux mea, I felt persuad- 
ing his reinforcements. His camp appe:rs to be for-)ed that this explosion wota lead the enemy to ‘ns- 
tified. Lattempted to look at it a few days past,|sault, and made my arrangements accordingly. The 
and it cost me a fine young officer, lieutenant Yates: a nexed paper No, 1. is a copy of lieutenan: general 
of the 4th rifle regiment, killed, and lientenant) Drummond’s order and plan of attack. 
Kearsley of that excellent corps, with lieutenant; The night was dark and the early part of it rain- 
Childs of the 9th, wounded, with the loss of some! ing, but the faithful centinel slept not; one third of 
two or three privates killed and five or six wounded.) the troops were up at their posts. At half pzst 2 
The loss of the enemy 1 as unable to ascertain. Hej o’clock the right column of the enemy approached 


would not leave his defences, and I did not think fit |and though enveloped in darkness* black us his ce- 


to leave mine at all exposed. Several deserters say| signs and principles, was distincily heard on our leit 
that the 6th and S2nd regiments arrived last night.! and promptly marked by cur musquetry under major 
if this be true their strength is about the same as it /Wood and cannon under captain Towson. Being 
was before the battle of the 15th. Their colone!; mounted at the moment, I repaired to the point of 
Scott is dead; about twenty deserters from the De; aitack, where the sheet of fire rolling from ‘Towson’s 
Watteville regiment and some few from other corps! battery and the musquetiy of the left wing ef the 
concur in the report that their loss in killed, wounded | 21st infantry under major Wood, enabled me to see 
and missing on the 15th was upwards of a thousand. | the enemy’s column of sbout 1500 men approachings 


Your obedient servant, jon that point; his advance was not checked entil it 
>. P. GAINES, brig. gen. commanding. |\had approached within ten feet of our infantry. A 
General Armstrong, secretary at war. \line of loose brush representing an adbuitis only inter- 


Head-quarters, left wing, 2d division, Fart Evie, U. C.|vened; a column of the eneiny attempted to pass 
Mugust , 1814. |round the avattis through the water where it was 
ein—I have the honor to communicate for the in-|nearly breast deep. Appreliending that this point 
formation of the department of war, the particulars | would be carried, I ordered a detachment of riflemen 
of the battle fought at this place on the 15th inst. /and infantry to its support, but having met with the 
between the left wing of the 2d division of the nor-| gallant commander msjor Wood, was assured by him 
thern army, under my command, and the British |that he could defend his position without reinforce- 
forces in the peninsula of Upper Canada, command-{ments. At this moment the enemy were repulsed, 
by lieutenant general Drummond, which terminated liut instantly renewed the charge and were again re- 
ma signal victory in favor of the United American|puised. My attention was now called to the right, 
arms. where onr batteries and lines were soon lighted by a 
Our position on the margin of the lake at the en-|most brilliant fire of cannon and musquetry; it an- 
trance of the Niagara river, being nearly a horizontal ;nounced the approach of the centre and left columns 
plain twelve to fifteen feet above the surface of the of the enemy, under colonels Drummond and Scott; 
water, possessing few natural advantages, had been|the latter was received by the veteran 9:h under the 
strengthened in front by temporary parapet breast- command of captain Foster, and captains Broughtoa 
works, entreucliments and abattis, with two batteries ‘and Harding’s comp:nics of New-York and Pennsyt- 
and six field pieces. The small unfinished fort, Erie, | vania volunteers, aided by a six pounder judiciousiv 
with a 24, 18, and 12 pounders, forms the north-east, | posted by major M‘kxec, chief engineer, who was 
end the Dougtass battery, with an 18 and 6 pounder | most active and useful at this point; they were re- 
near the edge of the lake, the south-east angle of our| pulsed. That of the centre led by colonel Drummond 
right. The left is defended by aredoubt battery with | was not long kept in check; it appro:ched at once 
six field pieces just thrown np onasmall ridge. Our every assailable point of the fort, and with scaling 
rear was left open to the like, bordered by a rocky ladders ascended the parapet, but was repulsed with 
shore of easy ascent. ‘The batterv on. the left was!dreadful carnage. The assault was twice repeated, 
defended by captain Towson; fort Erie by captainjand as often checked, but the enemy having: moved 
Withams, with major Trimble’s command ofthe 19:h round the ditch covered by darkness added to the 
infantry; the batteries on the front of captains Biddle | heavy cloud of smoke which Rad rolled from our 
and Fanning; the whole of the artillery commanded cannon and musqietry, enveloping surrounding ov- 
by major Hindman. Parts of the 11th, 9th, and 22d, ‘jects, repeated the charge, re-ascended the ladders; 
infentry (of the late veteran brigade of major gene-; their pikes, bayonets and speays fell upon our gallant 
ral Scott) were posted on the right under the com- artillerists. The gallant spirits of our favorite cap- 
mand of lietttenant colonel Aspinwail. Generel Rip-| tan Williams and lieuienants M‘Donough and Wat- 
ley’s brigade, consisting of the 2ist and 23d, defend-| mough, with their brave men, were overcome.) Vie 
ed the left. General Perter’s brigade of New-York ‘two former and several of their men received deadis 
and Pennsylvania volunteers, with our distincuished |; wounds. Our bastion was lost, licutenant M‘Du- 
riflemen, occupied the centre. 4 mnourh, being severely wounded, demended ctiarter. 
I have heretofore omitted stating to you, that du-/ It was refused by colonel Drummond, Tire leute- 
ring the 13th and 14th the enemy had kept vp a nat then seizing a handspike, and nobly defind- 
brisk cannonade; which was sharply returned from | * > =o 
our batteries, without any considerable loss on our| * L several times heard, and many of our ott ers 
part. At 6 P. M. one of their shells lodyed in a; heard, orders gtven ‘f to givé the damned yankee Vas- 
sinall magazine in fort Erie whicli was fortunately cals mo getter se? - 


\ tae 








We Seep Sn eid 


CAE, nel 


= einai Me clin Se a: 


SS py 


EET. 








SQ NILES WEEKLY REG bi i smal ATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 18/14. 


en 





éd himself until he was shot down with a sinel- by} ‘The judicious preparations and steady conduct of 
the monster who had refused him querier, who often | heutenant colonei Aspinwall, commanding the first 
reiterated the order—* give the damned yankees no; origads, merit approbation. 
quarter.” This officer, whose bravery, if it had been! ‘fo major M‘Kee, chief engineer, the greatest ere- 
seasoned with virtue, would have entitled him to the ‘dit is due for the excellent arrangement and skilful 
admiration of every soldier—this hardened murderer execntion of his plans for fortitying and defending 
soon met his fate. Ile was sliot through ihe breast | the right, and for his correct and " seasonable stigges- 
by of the regiment while ve- | tions to regain the bastion. M: *jor Wood of the en- 
peating the order “to give no quarter.’ gmecrs, also greatly contributed to the previous mea- 
The battle now raged with increased fury on the) sures of defence. He husk accep’ ‘ed the command 
right, but on 0 lett the enemy Was repulsed anid put, of a regiment of infantry (the 2Ist,) for which he 
to tight. Theace and from the centre 1 ordered rein- | has often proved himself well qualified, but never 
forcements. r ey were promptly sent by brigadier | so conspicuously as on this occasion. 
general Ripley ant brigadier general Porter. Cap-| — Towson's battery emitted a constant sheet of fire. 
ain Funning, of the corps of artillery, kept up a) Wood’s small arms lighted up the space, and repul- 
spirited and destructive fire with his ficial peenee: on | sed five terrible char ges made between the battery 
the enemy attempting to approach the fort. Major,and the lake. Brigadier general Ripley speaks in 
Hindman’s gallant efurts aided by major Trimble, ! high terms of the oflicers and men engaged, parti- 
having failed to drive the enemy from the bastion! cularly captains Marston and Ropes; aerate 
witly the rem aining artillerists and infantry in the Riddle (of the 15th doing duty with the 21st) anc 
fort, captain Birdsall of 4th rifle regiment, with a| Hall; ensigns Benn, Jones, Cummings and ~ hate 
detachment of riflemen, raliantly rushed m throagh | iof the Qtst, and Keally anc d Gireen of the 19th. 
the fatewsy to their assistance, and w ith some an-: Major Hindman, and the whole of the artillery 
fantry charged the encms; but was repulsed, and under the command of that cxecllent officer, dis- 
the captain severely wounded. A detachment from | played a degree of gall: intry and geod conduct not 
the 11th, 19th, and 22d, infaatry, phe captain Fos. | to be surpassed. The particular situation of cap- 
ter of the lith, were imt roduced over the interior! tain ‘Towson, and the much lamented captain Wil- 
bastion, for the purpose of charging the enemy.! liams and lieutenant M‘Donough, and that of lieute- 
Muajov Hall, assistant inspector genetal, very hand-|nant Watmough, as alt ready Gescribed, with their re- 
Ss! omely tenderect his services to lead the charye. The | i spective commands, re ndered them most conspicu- 
charge was galiantry made by e»ptain Poster and ois. The courage and good conduct of lieuten: int 


_— —e 


riesjor Hall, but owing to the narrowness of ile pas-) Zantzinger and lieutenant Chik s, is spoken of 
Suge up to the bastion admitt ing only two or siveee | hig i terms by mi: ‘yor Hindman and captain ‘Towson, 
men abre ast, it failed. Tt Was often repeated, and}as also that of sergeant. major Denhon. Captains 


as often che eked. The enemy’s force in the bastion | Biticdie we d Fanning, on the centre and right of their 
Was, however, muéeh cat to pieces end diminished by entrenchments, threw their shot to the right, left and 
our artitiery and smalinems. At this moment every fi ‘ont, and annoyed the incdions and ligint troops of 
operation was arrested by the explosion of some car- the ene ny approaching from the woods. Lieutenant 


tri dees deposited in the end of the stone bui thding ad-| Fontarze in lis zeal to mect the ene my, Was unfor- 


joining the contested bastion. The expiosion was | tunately wounded and mace prisoner. Lieutenant 
treme nd: yus—it was decisive: the bastion was Ves: | dird “ as active and useful, and yn fact every indivi- 
tored. At this moment Capiarey Siddle was ordered | dual of of the ee did thei duty. 
to cause a ficll piece to be posted so as to enfilsde) “The detachment of Scott’s gallant brigade, can- 
the exterior plan and salient grlacis. The captain sisted of parts of the 9th Lith and 22d inf: antry, did 
though not recorercd from a severe contusion in the | tts duty in a manner worthy the high reputation the 
shoulder, received from one of the enemy’s shells, ‘brigade had acq wire “dat C hippewa and at the falls 
promptly took his aang. ind served his fi 1d piece | of Niagara. The 9th under the command of cap- 
With Vivacity and effect. Captain Fanning’s battery: tain Edmun 1 Foster, was actively engaged spainst 
likewise played upon them at this time with great | the left of the enemy, and with the aid of lieutenant 
eficct. The enemy were ina few moments entirely | Douglass’ corps of bo mbardiers, command ing the 
ee te. ited, taken or pat 10 fig rit, lea ving on the field | aler batte rv, and of that of the volunters, under 
2h kitled, 174 woun led, wre 136 prisoners, inclu- | Captains Broughton and Harding, eflected their re- 
Sie 14 officers killed and 7 wounded and prisoners.| pulse. The good conduct of lieutenants Childs, 
A lirge portion are so severely wounded, that they | Cushman and Foot, and ensign Blake, deserves com- 


are 


cannot survive; the slightly wounded, it is presumed, ‘mendution 
were carried off. | The office vs killed are captain Williams and lieu- 
To brigadier general R: pley mitch credit is due for} }tenant M‘Donough of the arti llery; wounded lieute- 
the juc dicious disp: sition of the left wing previous to/ nant Watin ough of the artillery; ensign Cisna 19th; 
the action, and for the steady disciplined courage ma- | lieutenant Bushnell 21st; lieutenants Brown and Bel- 
nifested by him end his immediate command, and (Knap 234; and cxptain Birdsall, 4th rifle regiment 
for the promptness with which he complied with my ‘all severely. 
orders for reinforcement dur ing the ection. Brigs.! Lieutenant Fontaine of the artillery, who was taken 
diev venerval Porter, comm: wdmg the New-York and. prisoner, writes from the British camp, that he for- 
Pennsylvania wena cers, manifesteda degree of vi-| tunately fell into the hands of the Indians, who after 
glance and judgment in his preparatory , arrange. | taking his money, treated him kindly. It would 
ncits, as well as “military skill anc courage in action, |e ‘em, then, that these savages had not joined in the 
Which. proves him to be worthy the confidence of his | resolution to give no quarter. 
country wml the brave volun‘cers who fought under | To major Jones, assistant adjutant general, and 
tum. Gf the volumteers, captains Boughton and! major Hail, assistant inspector general; captain Har- 
Harding, with their detachments, posted on the right | ris of the dragoons, vol. aid-de- “camp; lieutenant Bel- 
and attached to the line, commanded by captain E./ ton, aid-de-camp, much credit is due for their con- 
Foster, of the veteran 9th infaniry, handsomely con- | sti int vigilance and strict attention to every duty 
tributed to tiie repulse of the left ‘column of the ene- | pre vious to the action, and the steady courage, zeal 
my under cvlonel Sevitt. ‘and activity which they manif¢sted during the action. 
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The surgeons, doctors Fuller 23d, Troubrdge 
21st, with their mates; doctors Gale of the 23d, and! 
Everitt and Allen of the 21st, deserve the warmest 
approbation for their indefatigable exertions and hu- 
mane attention to the wounded of aur army, as well 
as to the prisoners who fell into their iiauis. 

I have the henor to be, sir, your very obedient ser- 
vant, K.P. GAINES, brig. gen. commanding. 
Honorable John Armstrong, 

secretary of war, Washington. 

Report of the killed, wounded and prisoners taken at 
the battle of Eriey U C. August 15, 1814. 

Killed, left on the field, 222—wounded left on the | 
field, 174—prisoners, 186. Grand total 58v. 

‘lwo hundred supposed to be killed an the left! 
flank near Snake Hill (in the water) and permitted) 
to float down the Niagara. The nnmber on the 
right flank near the woods could not be ascertain- 
ed. 

Given at the Inspector-General’s Office, Fort Erie, 
C. NATHL. N. HALL, 
Assist. Ins. General. 


Brig. Gen. E. P. Guines, &c. 
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Lieut. Gen. Drummon’s arrangement and order for | 

attack. 

[Secret. ] | 

Ilead quarters,— Camp before Fort Erie, 2 ) 
14th August, 1814. $ | 
ANRANGEMENT. | 

Right column—lt. col. Fischer, King’s regiment. 

(Volunteers) De Watteville’s. | 

Light companies, 59th and 100th regts. 

Detachments Roval Artillery—1 officer, 12 men, and | 
a rocketeer, with a couple of 12 pound rockets. | 

Captain Eustace’s picket of cavalry—capt. Powell, | 
deputy assistant quarter master general, will con-| 
duct this column, which is to attack the left of} 
the énemy’s position. Major Court. 

Centre columnn—lt. col. Drummond. 

Flank Companies, 41st regiment. 

Do. do. 104th do. 

Royal Marines 50. 

seamen 90). 

Vetachments of Royal Artillery, 1 sub. and 12 men— | 
capt. Barney, 89th regt. will guide this column, | 
which is to attack the fort. | 

Lett column—col. Scott, 103d regt. ! 

Capt. Biliott, deputy quarter master general, will 
conduct this column, which will attack the right | 
of the enemy’s position towards the lake, and en-! 
deavor to penetrate by the openings betwixt the | 
forts and entrenchments, using the short ladders | 
at the same time, to pass the entrenchment, which 
is reported to be defended only by the enemy’s 
9th regt. 250 strong. 

The infantry pickets on Buck’s Road will be push- 
ed on with the Indians, and attack the enemy’s 
picket on that road. Lt. cel. Nicholl, Q. M. gen. 
of mil. will conduct this column. The rest of the 
troops, viz. 

ist Battalion Royals. 

Remainder of De Watteville’s regiment, Glengary 
light infantry and incorporated militia will remain 
in reserve, under lt. col. Tucker, are to be posted 
on the ground at present occupied by our pickets 
and covering parties. 

Squadron of the 19th light dragoons, in the ravine, 
in the rear of the battery, nearest to the advance, 
ready to receive charge of prisoners and conduct 
them to the rear. 

The Lieut. Gen. will station himself at or near 
the hattery, where reports are to be made to him.— | 
Lt. col. Fischer, commanding the right column, will | 
follow the instruction which he has received; copies! 


| 
{ 
} 


| 





f 





of which are communicated to col. Scott arid lieut, 
col. Drummond, for their guidance. 

The Lieut. Gen. most strongly recommends a free 
use of the bayonet. 

The enemy’s force does not exceed 1500 fit for 
duty, and those are represented as much dispirited. 

The ground on which the colunans of attack are to 
formed, will be pointed out; and orders for their ad- 
vance will be given by the lieut. gen. commanding. 

J. HARVEY, D. A. G. 

Parole—Sieel.” Countersign—“T wenty.” 
Report of the killed, wounded and missing of the left 

division of the United States’ army, commanded by 

brigadier gen. Gaines, in the action of the 135i 

August, 1814, at Fort Erie,U C. 

Adjt. Generals Office, Fort Erie, Aug. 17, 1814. 
Corps of Bombardiers. 
Killed, 1 private. 
| Artil’ery. 

Killed, l captain, 1 subaltern, 2 privates—wound- 
ed severely, 1 lieut. 3 privates; slightly 6 privates— 
missing, 1 lieut. S privates. 

lst. Brivade. 

Oth regt.—slightly wounded, 1 private. 
lth regt—kiiled, 3 privates; wounded danger- 
ously, 1 sergeant, 1 private; severely 4 privates, 
slightly 4 privates; missing 1 private. 

19th regt.—killed, 5 privates, wounded danger- 
Gusly, lL subaltern; severely, 1 sergeant, 4 privates; 
slightly, 1 corporal, 8 privates.* 

224 regt.—killed 2 privates; wounded severely, 5 
privates. 

2d Brigade. 

Qist regt.—killed, 2 privates; wounded severely, 
1 subaltern, 3 privates, slightly, 5 privates; missing, 
3 privates. 

23d regt.—wounded severely, 2 subaiterns, 1 pri- 
vate, slightly, 3 privates; missing 2 privates. 

Ist and 4th rifle corps. 

Wounded severely, 1 captain, 1 private; missing, 
1 private. | 

Grand toial—1 captain, 1 subaltern, 15 privates 
killed. 
1 subaltern, 1 sergeant 1 private, dangerously 
yunded. 
1 capt. 4 subalterns, 1 sergeant, 21 privates, se- 
verely wounded. 

1 corporal, 25 privates, slightly wounded. 

1 lieut. 10 privates, missing. 

NAMES OF OFFICERS. 

Artillery—Capt. Wilhams and lieut. M’Donough, 
killed, defending the bastion. 

Lieut. Watmough, wounded do. severely. 

Lieut. Fountaine missing, thrown from the bastion. 

Infantry-~19th regt. Ensign Cisna, dangerously, 
in defence of the fort. 

19th regt.—lieut. Bushnell, severely, do- 

23d regt.—lieut. Brown, do. do. 

Do lieut. Belknap, do. in defending the picquet 
uard which he commanded. 

4th rifle regt—capt. Birdsal, accidentally wound- 
ed, whilst defending the fort, by one of his own 
soldiers. 


Report of the killed and wounded of the left division 
of the U. S.army commanded by brig. gen. Gaines, 
during the cannonade and bombardment, commenc-. 
ing at sun-rise on the morning of the 13th inst and 
continuing without intermission till 8 o'clock, P. M. 
recommenced on the 14th at dau light, with increased 
searmth, and ending ene hour before the commence- 
ment of the action at Erie en the morning of the 
15th. 


*This regiment was stationed in the fort. 
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Adj. General’s Office, Fort Erie, Aug. 15, 1814. 
Corfis of Artillery. 
Wounded severely, 2 privates, slightly, 1 captain, 
2 subualterns, Lsergeani, 1 corporal, 3 privates, 
Lith regt—Wounded severely, 2 sergeants, 2 pri- 
yates, slightly, 3 privates. 7 
19ih vegt.—wounded severely, 1 subaliern. 
Zist. regt.—killed, 4 privates, wounded severely, 
3 privates, slightly, 2 privates. 
224 regt.—killed, 1 sergeant, wounded severely, 
2 corporals, 2 privates, slightly 3 privates. 
23 regt.—killed, 1 private, wounded severely, 
I private. ; 
Rifte regimenis, 1st and 4th. 
Killed, 1 corporal, 2 privates, wounded severely 
53 privates, slightly, l private. — , 
Grand totul.—1 sergeani, 1 corporal, 7 privates, 
killed. ; 
1 subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 14 pvivates, 
severely wounded. 
1 captain, 2 subalterna, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 
12 privates, slightly woundcd. 
OFFICERS WOUNDED. 
2rtitlern—Captain Biddle, lieut. Zantzinger, adj. 
heut. Watmough. 
Infaautry —Lieut. Patterson, 19th regt. 
Killed, George Carryl, 25th infantry, orderly to 
gen. Gaines. ROGER JONES, 
Assistant dj, General. 


Copy of « letter from brig. gen. Gaines to the secretary, 


of war, daicd 
HW. Q. Fort Enis, v. c. Aug. 26, 1814. 

Sir—In my report of the battle of the 15th inst. 
T inadvertahtly omitted the names of captain Chunn 
of the 19th, lieuts. Bowman and Larned of the 21st, 
and lieut. Jewitt of the 11th infantry, as also my 
brigade major, lient, Glesson; exch of whom bore 
a conspictous part in the action, and whem I bes 
leave to recommend to your notice. Lieuts. Bowman 
and Larned commanded companies in the 21st, which 
so sailantly beat the enemy’s right column. Czpt. 


same regt. Talso omtited mentioning that « part of 


this regiment pursued the enemy’s right upwards of| 


“1 , f . . 
2 mile and took nearly one hundred prisoners: his 
ot 


fett was likewise pursued and more than an hundred} 


prisoners were taken beyond our works. These facts 
prove that the affuir was not merely a defence of our 
position or a mere repulse of the enemy, as I find it 
called by some. As regards myself, Iam satisfied 
with the reset, and am not disposed to make any 
difficulty about the name by which the affair may be 


called; but it is due to the brave men Ihave the! 


honor to command, that I should say, that the af- 
fair was to the enemy 4 sore beuting and a defeat, 
and it was tous a Landsonie victory. 

Gur position is grown stronger every day by the 
exertions of majors M‘Rev and Wood, and the of- 
ficers and men generally. We keep up a smart can- 
nonade. One of the enemy’s pickets yesterday ap- 
proached nearer to ours than usual. Major Brooks, 
officer of the day, added one hundred men to our 
picket, attacked and drove them in with considera 
ble louse; the major brought in about 30 muskets — 
In this affiir, however, we have to lament the los» 
of another gallant officer, capt. Wattles, of the 23d, 
cur loss was otherwise inconsiderable. 

I have the honor to be, si, your very obedient 
servant. E.. P. GAINES, 

Brig. gen commanding. 
Won. John Armstrong, Secretary of war. 


British official acount of this battle, which we have 
published this day. This account was taken out of a 
mail which was captured in Canada by a scouting 
party of our troops. It will be seen by this account 
that the British acknowledge the loss of 905 men in 
killed, wounded and missing, and this number is 
perhaps less than the real Joss. (Ev. Post. 
Head Quarters, Montreal, 29th August, S14. 

General Order.—in promulgating to the troops an 
extract from a district general order issued by licu- 
tenant-general Drummond to the right division of 
this army, in consequence of the capture of two of 
the cneiny’s schooners co-operating in the defence of 
the cneiny’s position at fort Evie, the commander 
vi the forces avails himself of the opportunity it pre- 
sents to acknowledge the high sense he entertains of 
the valusble services rendered to the right division 
by cuptain Dobbs, of the royal navy, and the officers 
and seamen of the vessels placed under command for 
that purpose, by commodore sir James Yeo. 

This event, so ably planned and so gallantly exc- 
cited, was followed by a general attack of the enc- 
my’s torts and entrenchments. 

Lieutenant-general Drummond reports that the 
spirit with which it was undertaken enabled our 
tioops to surmount every obstacle. Fort Erie and the 
entrenchments were entered; the guns taken on the 
barrack block-house (the enemy’s last refuge) when 
unfortunaiely a most violent explesion occurred on 
the battery: in its effect destroying and disabling 
many a valuable officer and soldier, and caused so 
considerable a consternation as to induce the remain- 
ing troops to sbandon the works, and all those ad- 
vantages which they had gained by their determined 
jconduct, and precipitately to retire to our first ap- 
| proaches. 





| From other causes almost inseparable from night 


‘operations caryied on ina close and difficult coun- 
jtry, the right column failed in the object it had to 
accomplish, 


With deep regret the commander of the forces re- 


i 


'cords the loss his majesty’s service has sustained on 


%, ; . “eh «hat this Occasion. 
Chunn with his company was doing duty with the| = “\S*e' 


| Head-quarters, camp befuve fort Erie, 13th Aug. 1814, 


Extract fiom Morning District General Order. 
ieutenant-general Drummond congratulates the 

on the brilliant achievements exccuted 
last night by captain Dobbs of the royal navy, 
and a party of seamen and marines, who in the 
imost gallant style boarded, and afier a short s’rug- 
igle carried two of the enemy’s armed schooners 
anchored close to fort Erie. Accident alone pre- 
vented the capture of the third schooner. Those 
;captured are the Somers and Porcupine; the former 
moiints two long 12 pounders; the latter on= 12. Thev 
were commanded by lieutenants, and had on board 
35 men each. The lieutenant-general laments to 
find that leutenant Radcliffe, conimander of his 
m.jesty’s sch’r Netly, has fallen on this occasion ; 
|he was killed in the act of boarding. He will be 
| buried at 12 o’clock, with such marks of respect as 
circumstances will permit; besides Mr. Radcliffe, 
jour loss has been only one seaman killed and four 
;wounded. The enemy’s loss is one seaman kiiled— 
\3 officers and four seamen wounded, The whole 
lenterprise reflects the highest credit on the ability 
‘and spirit of captain Dobbs and the gallant party un- 
der his command. J. HARVEY, 

Lieut. Col. Dep. Adj. Gen. 
Return of kitled, wounded and missing of the right division, in the 
assault of fort Erie on the 15th August, 1814. 

Killed—1 cotuncl, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 
1 s rgeant, 1 drummer, 51 rank and file. 

Wounded—1. major, 9 captains, 11 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 
master, 20 sergeants, 3 drummers, 262 rank and file. 

Missing—2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 mid- 


army 











Rvitish oficial account of the battle at Erie. 
A friend at Sackett’s Harbor has forwarded us the 


shipinan, 41 sergeants, 3 drummers, 486 rank aiid file. 
fotal—1 colencl, 1 licutemant-cq! quel, 1 major, 12 captains, 25 
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Heutenamhes, 4 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 master, 1 midshipman, 62 ser’ ly expected.  Tndee: : 8 . , 
grants, 7 drummers, 799 rauk and file. y leed, general Hoss had fixed upon 


Officers killed tet or Moya Scots, captain Torrens; Sth or it for his winter quarters; and boasted, that with the 
King’s regiment, licntenaut Noel; 103d regiment, colonel Scott; force he had, he would go where he pleased through 


204th regiment, lieutenant-colonel] Drummond. Marv mh : ee ; Ak 
. . - a < e 3 : rs Pn 4 ‘ 1 $} wt t . ( ad 

Officers wounded.—Royal navy, captam Dobbs and lieutenant ryland, Thas forewarned, Considel ible addi 
Steveuson, slightly; Mr. Harris, master, severely. ‘tions were made to the defences of the place=-some 


~ ae Royal Scots, captzin Rowan, severely; lieut. Vaughan of the troops of een. Winder’s command were col: 
sich ye } ey inte’ ‘ ayy . WPe « ‘ on 
8th or King’s, lieutenant Young, slightly. | ected Rodgers and Perry ae here; ant , got 
dist regiment, flank companies, captains Glew and Bullock} many nobie volunteers flocked in from the adjacent 
OT CR nee TARE Rigneys exmge ownsend, severely+ parts of our own state anc frorn Virginia and Pennsyl- 
th regiment, captain bz ‘, acting assistant enguacer, Se-| . . : pithy” ° “ 
verely, ee Prey ae a? wana. The Baltimore brigade was taken e7 masse 
100th regiment, licutenant Murray, wounded and prisoner; vo jinto the service of the United States; and the whole 
untcer Fraser severely. , isubmitted to the directi f major-c: Ymitd 
’ 4 SUL chrection oO afor-rener: 
lu3d regiment, Major Smelt and captain Gardner, severely; | ¥ “a ML ih ey hed an MAJOR Gout al Smith, 
captain Colelough and lieutenant Charlton severely and prisoner; OF the Maryland mititia. — 
hieutenant Fallon sever Jy; lieutenant Cappage, jun. dangerourly; | On Saturday, the IGth inst. we had information 


heutenant Meagher slightly; Jicutenants Burrows, Hazen, aiid; +4},,.¢ > PEN RRMA C age ce Loni “ 
eusign Nash, severely. , that the enemy was ascending tire bay, and on Sun- 


101th Hank companies, captain Leonard and Jicut. M*Laughlan, | day morning his ships were seen at the mouth of 


poy a a 5 ial tg _ our river, the Patapsco, ia number from 49 to 50.— 
Ts Missing — Shi CDULYV-ASELS- ° ‘ a . 
tant-quarternasteegeners Pe Biot, Sepury aes Some of his vessels entered the river, while others 
Royal navy, Mr. Hyde, midshipman. |proceeded to Worth Point (at Uie mouth of the Pa- 
pce even riage secennay Srariney: ane See Hall. ov: UtPsco) distant 12 miles from the city, and com- 
03d regiment, captain Irwin; licutenant Kaye; ensign Huoy; ; . ° . it ® 
Geaktnhest anal sdimtane eA a “?imenced the debarkation of their troops in the night, 


EDWARD BAYNES, Adj. Gen. N. 4. | Which was finished early next morning. In the 
lmean time the frigates, bomb ketches, and small 
_ GENERAL ORDERS. ivesscls approached and ranged themselves in a for- 
anit. Adjutant General’s Office, ort Eric, Sept. 2,1814. {+ 4 y ay ve atte iho Vuk. sak tan tan 
Major-gencrai’ Brown resumes the command of Uae woeps on | MIGagte Line co Cannonade ule sort, ane the town.— 
the Niagara frontier. .The frigates were lightened Sefore they entered tie 
Ww Ma jor-rener: ‘urs Wi . : } at | ‘ “i me. et wea ; 
of bie ce neral recurs with proud satisfaction to the conduct eyer_ayd the ships of liae lay off North Point, to 
ot his division, since the opening of the campaign. It wasopened ‘ 7 § nd vy 
in defenee of the munitious of war destined for the navy, which OVETAWe US and protect the whore wice. 
ee ate oe yar raging: the enemy was in furce on the} The force that Innded consisted of about 9909 
*y fauded at Sanay creek, and transported to Sackett’s Harbor. | _ FY oe 9 nr" . & an 
swe: ‘. s ye ae ar . ‘ihe . UV» suicr: Ji ar 5, alld g ‘ 
Oswezo displays the discipline and prowess of a singie vattalion of | HCN—V12. 9,0 oe suldiers, ~,JUY marines, an 1 “0S 
artull ry. led by colonel Mitch: li—and Saudv c “eek ives uae to sailors: 1 ie iirst aadler major veneral Feass—thie 
] ' . e i gi ’ o 
pn ee dee me pag of the first rificmen under hieutenant-colo; jatter commanded by the famous admiral Cockburn. 
I a psy . Ay: POmbEKys ink tg TR ees Mie OE eae “0 | 99 
Vue bravery alone of Amcrican soldiers has often shewn them | I he troops were a part of iy elling (ous _— MCI DIES. 
toma to yn British adversaries; but on the plains of Chippawa! Some works were erecting not lar from North Point 
ravery anc ‘Spline ais while need sal Cell castes De atts ¥ ‘ ° iy aa ey es bs 
Creat g beet pling both rise pre-eminent, and triumph over the /ig aysest their progress; but their incipient state 
ATHY Ss est troups, led on in the ablest manner. There the brie’ |. we + 4] 
gate of majorgeneral Seott tought British veterans, battalion! ‘orbade a stand being made at them; and the en-- 
ansainst battalion, and the smallest in numbers conquered, Victory |} my marched four miles towards us unnilerrupted, 
crowned he American arms. ‘except by a few fivine shots from the cavalry. Here 
» tol! P r: . . - r <%, : tai ~ co V 4885 e 
’ At tie falls of Niagara our brave soldiers met a severer trial; ! 5 ) litle Ager t : See: pad 
tacy Remnay SU pe ror to the test, and prov ~d their intvepidity they were met by general Stricker W il th his entire 
“gt » < . : , a a oe ° ite : : 
a ous akaiedass ae ont canes the whole a of the! Baltimore brigade, {except tial he had only one 
bag iy ’. sonquered a larger than their own. The victory! ,., : sp Ayo gan ee Mp * . 
was oursthe trophics of vietory only were not accownplished. Tie ppg meet, of the regiment OF. ant illery ) kine. | at 
Se rhe, had relinquished the contest and the field to our supe riority. | Col. Biays’ civalry, the rifle corps, and the Sth, Gih, 
ue ete ms ? pony " —" split) , e PNer i ~ < % ~ a . a Es me 7 
aut aaa ioe deteat of an important expedition of the enemy, on | 27th, 39h and Sistregiments of infantry, comnaand- 
oo) OMIT Shore, t8 again accomplished by the first mile regiment on | lL. resnectively. by lie ils. Sterett. 2 fonald? 
" arrival at this troutier, under the late distinguished major!“ Fespecuvely vy IPI, COIS.” CMSs ee eee, 
on qe i Long, Fowler and wlncy. In the 3th Was incorpora- 
¢ e e i ty 2» hrave oo 2 >! : : = y , 
Abaceicans feats Was deft for the brave spirits who compose the tei an elegant uniformed company of volunteers 
si be orce in Canada. An endurance of fatigue was shewn ! ¢ “ . . ee eee Ort et, 
f Bre apie cheerfulness. on the works eround their camp at } from } ork, P ann. under cap ve i pPAh g v€] Ps alu Fe t 
pattie tah on : new test of miitary prowess was called for to | 39th, captain etzzer’s fine company of volunteers 
ets ete c in) sjyeay: 1 P - oor nmes hi ’ Po upera gay oA i a ; % e . 
to reeeive the ttre acer of the division, They were called | trom Hanover, Penn. and capi. Quantril’s from Ma- 
Spey re attack of heavy columns of the enemy, on their lines | ‘ , ° Pia i)? 3 ’ 
sh ener meccner Nnt——and the signal manner in whieh they acqritted | ver slow, Maryl mid ; and in the 6th, cap Le SALTON y 
hemselve ‘ _ _— © 6) . . 9 es” «5 ; > ™ is } Pe oe be u 
i ara Drieedi podlnarn it teehee of th bt a and eer Bee i volunicers rom .VWarietta, Penn.—all the rest were 
cat. ee cher-general Gaines, is established by the brilhant! 7.) 4). a allie sia ne .: i 
pant teqguired on the 13th of August. The discomfiture of the | CY OOpss. AiG the ’ nole, inciuding ¢ ‘Pe Moiiss- 
‘conti fientenant-reneral Drummond, was attended with a) mery’s company of artillery (with 6 four pounvers) 
- Ss ake ot pee nen ct omecanagy of battles. jamountel toabout 3200 mer. ‘The rest of our fere- 
“ ajor-pencra rown, . ° : , & > - 4h AP} 
’ r . - . a r — , . , t: Pz > : ( 1 
j 





defences, &c. About 1 o’clock a party of 150 or 2U0 








wr men,consisting of captain Levertug’s and capt. Mew- 
ATTACK UPON BALTIMORE. ard’s companies of the Sth reg. and capt. Aisquilies 


To detail, with reasonable accuracy, the minutiz;;fle corps, were detached froin the line to feel the 
of the events that have happened al Ballimore sific . lenemy, and bring on the battle; they were accuim- 
Sunday morning, the llth mst. when the enemy {panied by a few artillerists with one of their pieces. 
made his appearance, to the time of his departure | Before they expected it, they were attacked by the 
on the 15th, is not easily done: but the readers of} British, in very superior numbers, and driven in 
the Reersrer will expect it, and we shall endeavor] with some loss after a few fires,to the main body, As 
to give a succinct narration of the proceedings, with] the enemy advanced, the artillery opened a destruc. 
a steady eye to the truth of each matter referred to;/ tive fire WpON them, which was returned from 2 nine 
avoiding, nevertheless, every thing that may tend! pounders, and the action became general along the 
to incre.se the information of the incendiary foe, as! {ine of the Sth and 27th, which were in front. The 
to our m-ans or resources. Hence an account of our! 39th and 5lst were im rear of these, and the 6th ad. 
troops or works will not be expected. Sufficient is | vantageously posted still neurer the city, to protect 
it to say, that the same force would mike much less) and cover the whole. The fire from the tio first 
impression now than it did, or could have done, at ina a~d regiments, as well ss froa: the artillery, *was 








the time of the attack. |very sctive and uncémmoniy castain for about an 
After the *affair at Bladensburg and capture of; — — a red 





ove 


Washington, an attack upon this city was confident-| * ‘rhe artillery fired about 13° rounds. 
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hour. Of the Sth, much was expected, but the 27th saalaa’ hoisted their sails and were off jn a moment, 
hehaved, at least, xs gallantly. Themen took deli-| but not without damage. When they got out o€ 
berite aim, and the carnage was great—the “divin: | ‘harm’s way they renewed the “magnanimous” attack, 
vibles” dodging to the ground, and crawling ino a throwing their bombs with an activity excited by 
bending posture, to avoid the militia—the “yeomen” their mortification. So they went on until abort 
they were taugit so much to despise. Wien the; 1 o’elock in the mornings, our batteries now and then 
pth ind 27th (detwvee n wireh was placed the artil: firing 4 single run, At this time, aided by the 
Jery) were outflanked by the much greater force of! ‘darkness of "the night end screened by a flame they 
the enemy, they retired in better chur than coulda] hy ad kindled, one or two rocket or bomb vessels and 
have been expected under a gelling fire; and they many barges, manned with 1200 chosen men, 
retired reluct: ‘untly at lie repe: vied command of their passed fort t M‘Henry and proceeded up the Pataps- 
officers. he artillery had been drawn off a hi ttle! co, to assail the town and tort in the rear, and, per- 
while before. The right of the 39th was gallintly’ bups, effect a landing. The weak sighted mortals 
evgaged, but the Sisi tock no part in the action; | now thought the great deed was done—they gave 
and it Was not at that time and place expected tat three cheers, and beg gan to throw thei* missive wea- 
the 6:h would share in it, else (under its veteran co- | pons. But, alas? their cheering was quickly turn- 
Jonel, 2 soldier of the revolt ion, and one who metied to groaning, and the cries and screams of thei 
the same foe under Pu/aski) it would, no doubt,| wounded and drowning people soon reached the 
have distinguished itself. he cavalry, thong h teey ish sore; for forts If Henry and Covingtan with the 
performed very scvere and import tant duties, h: nd | City Batier yand the Lazeretto and barges, vomited 
but little to do in the battle. ‘The whole number | an iron flume upon them, in heated balls, and a storm 
of our men actually engaged, did not excced 1700. | of licavy bullets flew upon them from the great sem? 
Nearly as mu ich, pe rhans, being done at this point: circie of large guns and raliant hearts. ‘The houses 
as Was expected, our force retreated towards the in the city were shaken to their foundations ; for 
city. The enemy followel slowly, and on Tuesday | never, nerhaps from the time of the invention of 
night approvcaed within about two miles of our /cannon to the present dav, were the same number of 
entrenchments. Measures were taken to cut them| pieces fire l with so rapid SUCCESSION ; particularly 
off and punish their temerity; bat before general Hom fort Covington where a party of Rodgers’ really 
1! tader with the ¥ inst rina militia, ansl a squadron of | invincible crew was posted. Barney's fot ijla- men, 
the United States’ cavali ry, could bring bis planstatthe City Battery, maintained the high reputatfon 
fully to bear, the Bittish stispecting the cesigr or i they had before earned. ‘The other vessels also 
not liking the appearance of our works, decaim ped| began to fire—and the heavens were lighted with 
siddenly in the night and embarked with such pre-' fame, and all was a continued explosion for about 
cip.tation that, t th mizh closely purstied, afew pri-:hali an hour, Ihiving got this taste of what was 
soners only were taken. But the ia ret force me-| preprred for thein (and it was a mere taste) the enc- 
rited and have received the thanks of their general;imy preeipitately retired with his remaining force, 
end the whole tody colle cled | is entitled to the grati-{battered and crippled, to his respectfnl distance ; 
t) ude of Baltimore and of their country, forthe suf) ihe darkness of the right and his ceasing to fire 
firings they so patiently and p: itviotically epomied ») (Which was the only guide our people had) prevent- 
beim compelle q ‘o sleep, if sk ep was allowed, in t! 1e | ing his annihilation. All was for sometime stili— 
open air, with the hervens for their canopy, for four; the silence was aw vahonet being beyond danger 
roohts, during the chief part of which it rained | some of his vessels resumed the bombardment, which 
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pretty constan! tly and sometimes heavily, They aiso continued until morning—in all about 24 hours, dur- 
rece.ved their refreshments irre gularly ; ; the whole ng which there were thrown not less than 1500 ct 
being packed wp in prudent preparation of ev ents | these great bombs, besides many rockets and some 
that might have happenei. round shot. They must have suiTered excessively in 
But the attack on fort Af fgenry was terribly grand | this atfair—two of their |}: ivge barges have been found 
and m: gnili- ‘ent. "Phe enemy ve ‘ssels formed a great; swik; and in them were yet some dead men. But 
half circle in front of the wo. ks on the T2:h, but out! what the loss really was it is probable we nevey shali 
of Sa reach of our guns, and also thos of the bat- Know. Thev also were at other times injured by 
fery at the Lazaret/o, on the opposite side of the; fort Mi Tienrn, the Lazaretio ind the barges. I my- 
great ¢ ove or basin around the head of whi ch the! self believe [saw several shot take effect curing 
city of b.limore is built. Weis mvt Afs Henry is about) Tuesday afterreon. 
2 miles fiom ihe citys a “lisht littl” place, with; The pres ervation of our pecple in the fort is cal- 
some finely planned batteries, mounted with heavy| culated to excite ina wonderful manner our grati- 
cannon, as the British very-avell know. At 6 o’clock} tude to that Great Berne without whose knowledge 
on Tuesday morning, six b mb and some rocket ves-| “a sparrow does not fall to the ground.” Only four 
sels commenceil the atta ick, keeping such a respect. lwere killed and about 20 wounded, and 2 or SCLS 
fil distance as to make the fort rather a target than! will repair all the damages the fortresses sustained ! 
an opponent; hee si major Armisiead, the gallant, Lieut. Clagget, of capt. .Vicho/son’s company of 
commander, and his brave garrison fired occasional-! artillery, was the only officer Killed in the fort. His 
Iy to let ihe enemy know the place was not given up! !/ friend, sergeant Clemm, of the same corps, received 
Four or five bombs were frequently im the air at a} bis death at the same time. T hey were respectable 
time, o: ad, naking a double explasion, with the noise | merchants. 
of the focish rockets and the firings of the fort,| The admiral had fully calculated on taking the 
Legaretto and our burges, created a horrible clatter. | fort in two hours. Its surrender was spoken of as a 
{Many of these bombs; have since been found entire | matter of course. He said that when it was taken 
—ithey weigh, when full of their combustibles, about land the shipping destroyed, “he would think about 
210 or 229 Ibs. and they threw them much ftturther jéerms for the city/” All about and in the fort is such 
than our leng 42 pounders would reach.) Ti pice it ample evidence of his zeal to perform his promise, 
lasted until about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when that it seems impossible to believe that greater da- 
the enemy, growing more courageous, dropped near- lim: ize was not done than was really sustamed. The 
er the rort, and gave the garrison and bitteries a ‘gallant and accomp lished .?r mistead, through watch- 
little of the change they wanted. The bills now \ing and excessive fatigue (for he had other gre 


Sew lke hail stones, : and the Britons slipped their ' | duties to do besides defending his post) flagged 
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soon as the fight was done, and now lies very ill; 
but not dangerously, we trust, though severcly afflic- 
fed. Many of his gallant companions were also ex- 
hausted, but have generally recruited their strength. 

‘To return to the field engagement. ‘The force of 
the enemy in the battle, may have amounted to 4000 


and defeated by the fort, he went away in the worst 
possible humor, and a total loss that may amount to 
not less than 800 men. 

The following is from a London paper of June 17— 
“J. 3s understood, that the grand expedition. pre- 
paring at Bordeaux for America, under the gallant 





men. Vhev were fine looking fellows, but seemed | lord Hill, is destined for the Chesapeake direct. Our 

very unwilling to meet the “yankee” bullets—their/little army in Canada, will at the same instant, be 

dodging from the cannon and stooping before the dirested to make a movement in the direction of the 

musquetry has already heen noticed. The prisoners | Susquehonnah; and both armies will therefore, in all 

and deserters say that for the time the affair lasted | probability meet at Weshington, Philadelphia or 
. 7 j * , bd . 

and the men engaged, they never received so de-; Baltimore. The seat of the American governmeit, 

structive a fire; and this may well be, for our men BUT MORE PAN’ ICULARLY BALTIMORE is to 

fired not by word of command only, but also at an be the immediate object of attack. In the diplomatic 
object. Of the Qlst British regiment about 500/circles itis also rumored that our naval and military 
were Ianded—on the morning of the 13+h they fonnd lcommanders on the American station have no power 

171 killed, wounded and missing. Their whole loss |to conclude wed armistice or suspension of arms. 

may be safely estimated at from 5 to 700 men. Major! They carry with them certain terms, which will be 

general ROSS, who did “not care if it rained militia,” offered to the American government at the point of 
the incendiary of the capitol, paid the forfeit of that ‘*.2 baronet. Phe terms of course, are not made pub- 
ect by bis death. He was killed in the early part of lic; but there is reason to believe that America will 
the action; and there js reason to believe that two! be Ieft in a much worse situation, as a naval and 
“or three other officers high in commend met the! commercial powcr, than she was at vi. commence- 
. + ' _ ‘9 
sume fate. J?oss was a brave man and an able com-,ment of the war. 
mander— ind if he had beenengaged in another system | grantee 
of warfare would have claimed our respectful rq-| Copies of letters from major gen. Smath of the Vary- 
membrance. We may admire but we cannot esteem | land militia, to the secretary of war. 
lis memory. The character of Moor in Schiller’s | II. Q. Hampstead-hill, Baltimore, 14th Sept. 1814-10 A. M. 

t oe b at ‘ a : ; ée -_ P ea : O 2 ) ° iN . ° f ’ m 
play of the “Robbers,”notwithstanding its grandeur} §?*° oer apne hon ' 7 ee ming you, that the 
cisgusts by the business to which bis great talents /CPeMYs alter an unsuccesstul attempt both by land 
thas : se a ‘ a ’ ve ‘ 1 Hier ‘ ‘ . ro 
and accomplishments were devoted. Su it was with og _ bay ates Pas» Ba to be op ah ' 

° > £ ? ‘ : } iE 3 Y ¢ — ~~ g * 
Ross. Wis orders, perhaps, may afford some sort of | rs Ny aber as BS (3 ssigncsabt ie ; ons pve 
an excuse for his violation of the rules of civilized YU as EP: POPLAR OEE . 1G COUTEE.OF HNO § te 
war. His death was probably the immediate cause | IT have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

i 7 . 7 ; ; << . 4 7 . bie | e , 1 : . - nd . *f2 . . 4 ' oy 
Why aa attack upon our works was not made. Gene- | ge ge S. SN rH, aie it * merar ah age a 
ral Brooks, on whom the command devolved, would! P. 5. Phe enemy's nar baste the Patapsco are ai 
not risk the enterprize umler way going down the river. L have good reason 

; e ” ; iz. . . . 

>, : . >» YV £ Yr eT: Ry Ss s ste Ves r 4 

Our whole loss im the affair was about 20 killed, pati pp ge i pa inp ds 2.2, ae 
oO; 4 » - *; ymere 7 3 1SS} r* “7” » . . e A 4 4 , d 4 real dle 
? a ounde - awe ia 7 Saad = . he valet - Head-quarters, Baltimore, 15th September, 1814. 
omicers Killed were James bowry donaldson, €©q.| sin—T have been so incessantly occupied, that it 
adjutant of the brave 27th regiment, and one of the 


a a0 has been impossible for me to convey to you the in- 
representatives of this city in the house of delegates 
of Marylind—he fell while encouraging his bre- 
thren inarms; and lieut. .2dre, of the ** Gray Ya- 
gers” avaluable young man. M:j.-Moore of the 27th 
was sevrrely, but not dangerously wounded. Major 
Heath of the 5h had two horses shot under him, and 


formation respecting the enemy, which it would have 
been proper for you to have received from me. <A 
detailed statement will be forwarded as soon as it 
can be made ou!; in the mean time, I have the plea- 
‘sure te inform you that the enemy embarked their 
frear guard about 1 o’clock, and that their ships, a 





mejor Barry’s, of the same regiment, was #leo killed. | fay, excepted, arc out of the river; their destination 
Vhe cavalry lost several horses, and some of themtusknown. 
on the look-out were taken prisoners. Many parti-| [have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
culars must be postponed for want of room. Some) SAMUEL SMITH, major general commanding. 
interesting incidents wiil be inserted in our next.! Cg/anel Jumes Monroe, acting secretary of war. 

For the present we shall only add, that brigadier- Head-quariers, Baltimore, September 15th, 1214. 
greneval Siricker, whose urbanity has long endeared} str—I have the honor to enclose to you, for your 
him to the citizens under his command and tke peo- | disposal, two letters from British officers, received 
ple at large, behaved as became the high charge | by Dr. WcCulloh (garrison surgeon,) whom I had 
entrusted to him asa soldier. He has the entire con. | sent to the battle ground to attend our wounded. 
fidence of his brigade. Robert G. Harper, esquire,| I have also the honor to send you enclosed a list 
who volunteered his services as an aid-de-camp, also| of our wounded who were made prisoners, and of 
greatly exerted himself in the hottest part of the fire| the agreement made by doctor McCulloh respecting 
to encourage and give steadiness to our troops. them. 

The enemy’s bomi-vessels, we are told, are much! IT have the honor to be, your most obedient scr- 
wrecked by their own fire. This may well be sup-| vant. SAMUEL SMITH, maj. gen. com's. 
posed when the fact is stated that at every discharge) Colonel James Monroe, acting secretary of war. 
they were forced two feet into the water by the force} In consequence of the humanity shewn the follow- 
of it, thus straining every part from stem to stern.! ing American prisoners of war, | do promise upon 

Never was the mortification of an invader more! honor that they shall not directly or indirectly serve 
complete than that of our enemy. Beaten by militia] against the British until regularly exchanged. 
James H. McCulloh, tienry Brice, George Repert, 
* Twenty-two of the wounded were pwrolled on! Jacob Noyle, John Robinsen, James N. Mariott, 
the field—47 are on board the fleet (many of them!Charles Goddard, Walter Muskett, Bryan Allen, 
geuthemen of the first respectability) and it as be-| George Reintzell, Jacob Hubbard, Benjamin Fleet- 
jeved will be sent to Halifax, though all possible! wood, ‘Thomas Brengman, John Pidgeon, Luther A. 
means to effect their release were used. By a flag! Norris, David Davis, William Collings, John Lamb, 
they were all liberally supplied. dames Dividson, William Keane, jun. J:mes Gibson, 
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Richard K. Cook, Robert Smith, John Jephson, 
George Bennett, Conrad Kuler. 
'-And Edo further engage to get the above twenty- 
six Americans exchanged as soon as possible for a 
hike number of British left at Bladensburg. 
JAMES H. McCULLOU, jun. 
garrison surgeon, U. S. army. 
Cupy of a letter from major-general Smith to the secre- 
| tary of war, dated 
Head-Quarters, Baltumore, September 19, 1814. 
Srr—In conmipiiince wri the promise contained in 


| Cobean and Findley, the Baltimore artillery unde? 
colonel Harris, and the Marine artillery under capt. 
Stiles, manned the trenches and the batteries—al! 
prepared to receive the enemy. We remained in this 
situation during the night. 

Ou Tuesday the eneiny sppeared in front of my 
entrenchments at the distance of two miles, on tire 
Philadelphia road, from whence he had a full view of 
our position. He maneuvred during the morring 
towards our left, as if with the intention of making 2 





circuitous march and coming down on the Harford 


my letter of the 15th instant, [ have now the honor or York roads. Generals Winder and Stricker were 


of stating, that the enemy landed between seven and 
eight thousand men on Monday, the 12th instant, at 
North Point, fourteen miles distant from this town 


Anticipating this debarkation, general Stricker had. 


,ordered to adupt their movements to those of the 


enemy so as to bafiie this supposed intention. They 
executed this order with great skill and judgment 
by taking an advantageous position, stretching from 


been detached on Sunday evening with a portion of|my left across the country, when the encmy was 


his brigade on the North Point road. Major Randal, | 


of the Baltimore county militia, having under his 
command a light corps of riflemen and musqsetry 
taken from general Stansbury’s brigade and te 
Pennsyivania volunteers, was detached to the mouth 
of Bear creck, with orders to co-operate with general 





likely to approach the quarter he seemed to threaten. 
This movement induced the enemy to concentrate 
his forces (between one and two o’cloek) in mv 
front, pushing his advance to within a mile of us, 
driving in our videttes and shewing an intention of 
attacking us that evening. I immediately drew gene- 


Stricker, and to check any landing which the enemy | rals Winder and Stricker nearer to the left of my 


might attempt in that quarter. On Monday, briga-, 


dier-vencral Stricker took a position at the junction 
of the two roads leading from this place to North 


entrenchments ‘and to the right of the enemy, with 
the intention of their falling on his right or rear 


should he attack me; or, if he declined i!, of attack- 


Point, having bis right fianked by Bear creek, andj ing him in the morning. To this movement and to 
his left by a marsh. He here awaited the approach | the strength of my defences, which the enemy had 
of the enemy, having sent on an advanced corps|the fairest opportunity of observing, I am induced 
under the command of major Heath of the 5th regi-|to attribute his retreat, which was commenced at 
ment. This advance was wet by that of the enemy,)half past one o’clock on Wednesday morning. In 
and after some skirmishing it returned to the Ime,! this he was so favored by the extreme darkness and 
the main body of the enemy being at a short dis-|a continued rain, that we did not discover it until 
tance in rear of their advance. Between two and) day-light. I consented to general Windes’s pursuing 
three o'clock, the enemy’s whole force came up and | with the Virginia brigade and the United States?’ 
commenced the battle by some discharges of rockets, !dragoons; at the same time major Randal was dis- 
which were succeeded by the cannon from both} patched with his light corps in pursuit on the ene- 
sides, and soon after the action became general/my’s right, whilst the whole of the militia cavalry 
along the line. General Stricker gallantly mgintained | was put in motion for the same object. All the troops 
his ground against a great superiority of numbers were, however, so worg out with continued watching, 
during the space of an hour and twenty minutes, and with being under arms during three days and 
when the regiment on his left (the Sist) giving | nights, exposed the greater part of the time to very 
syay, he was under the necessity of retiring to the | inclement weather, that it was found impracticable 
ground in his rear, where he had stationed one regi-| to do any thing more than pick up a few stragglers. 
nent as a reserve. He here formed his brigade; but; The enemy commenced his embarkation that even- 
the enemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, he,! ing, aud compieted it the next day at one o’clock. 
in canplianee with previous arrangements, fell back | It would have been impossible, even had our troops 
and took post on the left of my entrenchments, and} been in a condition to act offensively, to have cut off 
half a mile in advance of them. In this affair the ca-| any part of the enemy’s rear guard during the embar- 
tizen soldiers of Baltimore, with the exception of} Kation, as the point where it was effected was de- 
the 5ist regiment, have maintained the repuiation fended from our approach by a line of defences ex- 
they so deservedly acquired at Bladensburg, and tending from Beck river to Humphrey’s creek on the 
their brave and skilful leader has confirmed the con-| Patapsco, thrown up by ourselves previous to their 
fidence which we had all so justly placed in him. I) arrival. 

take the liberty of referring you to his letter forthe! I have now the pleasure of calling your attention 

more particular mention of the individuals who, new to the brave commander of Fort M‘Henry, Major 
to warfare, have shown the coolness and valor of| Armstead, and to the operations confided to that 
veterans; and who, by their conduct on this occasion, |quarter, The enemy made his approach by water 
have given their country and their city an assurance | at the same time that his army was advancing on 
of what may be expected from them when their ser-| the land, and commenced a discharge of bombs and 
vices are again required. I cannot dismiss the sub-| rockets at the fort AS SOON as he got within range of 
ject without expressing the heart-felt satisfaction I! it. The situation of major Armistead Was peculiar- 
experience in thus bearing testimony to the courage | ly trying—The enemy haying taken his position at 
and good conduct of my fellow townsmen. About the) such a distance as 10 render cifensive operations on 
time yveneral Stricker had taken the ground just! the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst their 
mentioned, he was joined by brigadier-general Win-| bombs and rockets were every moment falling in 
der, who had been stationed on the west side of the | and about it—the officers and men being at the same 
city, but was now ordered to march with general} time entirely exposed. The vessels, however, had 
Douglas’s brigade of Virginia militia and the United /the temerity to approach somewhat nearer—they 
States’ dragoons under captain Bird, and take post| were as soon compeiled to withdraw. During the 
on the left of general Stricker. During these move- night, whilst the enemy on land was retreating, and 
ments, the brigades of generals Stansbury and Fore-| whilst the bombardment was most severe, two or 
man, the scamen and marines under commodore |three rocket vessels and barges succeeded in get 

Rodgers, the Pennsylvania yolunteers under colonels ting up the Ferry Brauch; but they were soon com 
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pelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter, com-; 
manded by lieut. Newcomb, of the navy and heut. 
Webster of the flotilla. These forts atso destroy- 
edone of the barges, with all on board.—The barges 
and battery at the lazaretto, under the command of 
lieut. Rutier, of the flotilla, kept up a_ brisk, and it 


27th regiments, and my artillery to the head of Long 
log-lane (so called) resting the Sth with its right on 
the head of a branch of Bear creek, and its left on 
the main North Point road, while the 27th was post- 
ed on the other side of the road in line with the 
Sth, its left extending towards a branch of Back ri- 





is believed, a successful fire during the hottest peri-] ver. The artillery 1 posted directly at the head of 
od of the bombardment. Maj. Armstead being se-|the lane in the interval between the 5th and 97th. 
riously ill in consequence of his continued exposure | The o9th occupied a ground 390 yards in the rear of 
to the weather, has rendered it impossible for him } the 27th, and the SIst the same distance in ‘rear of 
to send ia his report. It isnot, therefore in my pow-|the Sth, extending each parallel to the front line. 
er to do justice to those-gillant individusis, who par-; Phe Gun regiment was thrown back to a position a 
tock with him the danger of a tremendous bombard- short distance this side of Cook’s tavern, and half a 
ment, Without the ability of retorung, and without! rile in the rear of the second line. My orders were, 
that security, which in iore regular fortifications iS | that the Sth and 27th should receive the encmy, 
provided for such occasions. ‘Lhe only loss susiain-|and, if necessary, fall back through the Sst and 
ed in the fort, is, I understand, about 27 killed andjand o9th, and form on the right of the 6th or re- 
wounded—amongst the former I have to lament the |serve regiment. The riflemen were ordered to the 
fall of lieuts. Claggett and Clemm, who were both'skirts of a thick low pine wood beyond the black- 
estimable citizens and useful officers. |smith’s shop, with a large sedgefield in front, that as 
From general Stricker’s brigade, the return of) the cavalry were still in advance who would inform 
the killed and wounded has not yet come in. It is | of the enemy’s approach, they might take advan. 
supposed, however, to smount to about 150—amony tage of the covering of the wood and annoy his ad- 
the former, this city has to regret the loss of its re-|vance. 1 soon le med that the enemy’s advance par- 
presentative in the state legislature, James Lowry ty was moving 1 apidly up the main road, and as the 
Donaldson, esq. adjutant of the 27th regt. This gen-| cavalry continuaily announced their progress, I flat- 
tleman will ever be remembered by his constituents | tered myself with the hope that the riflemen would 
for his zeal and talents, and by his corps for his) scon proclaim by a galing fire their still nearer ap- 
bravery and military knowledge. proach. Lmagine my chagrin when I perceived the 
I cannot conclude this report without ig forming | whole rifle corps failing back upon My Main posi- 
you of the great aid I have derived from commodore | tion, having too credulously listened to rroundless 
Rodgers. He was ever present and ever ready to|imforniation that the enemy were landing on Back 
afford his useful council, and to render his impor-jriver to cut them of. My hopes of early annoyance io 
tant services. ILis presence, with that of his gal-| the enemy being thus frustrated, I threw the riflemen 
lant officers and seamen, gave confidence to every jon theright flank of my front line, thereby, with the 
pia ladcition of a few cavalry, very well securing that 
Tne enemy’s loss in his attempt on Baltimare, | flank. My videttes soon brotight information that 
amounts, as Near as we can ascertain it, to between} the enemy in small force was enjoying himself at 
six ov seven hundred killed, wounded and missing—}Gorsuch’s farm.  Insulted at the idea of a small 
Gen Ross was certainly killed. marauding party thus daringly provoking chastise- 
Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, sir, Ment, several of my officers volunteered their corps 
vour obediznt servant, S SMITH, \to dislodge it. Cuptuins Levering’s and Howard’s 
’ Maj. gen. commanding. jcompanies from the 3th, about 150 in number, under 
)Mayjor Teath af that regiment; capt. Aisquith’s and 
11 few other riflemen, in all about 70; one 4 pounder 
, ree e ae iy ; nate ‘With 10 men under heut. Stiles, and theeavalry. w 
Copy of a letter from bei gadier-general Stricker, duted|. Siately i ie oe ae pe Pa teaatge 
Head-quarters 34 Brigade—Baltimore, Sept. 15, 1814. [i™|Me< 1ately pushed forward to punish the insolence 
MAJ.GEN. $. SMITH, of the encmy’s advance; or, if his main body appear. 
SIR—I have the honorto report to vou, that, in ied, to give evidence of my wish for a general en- 
obedience to your orders, Imarched from Ballimore |gagement. The litter purpose was soon answered; 
on Sunday the 11ih inst. with part of my brigade, as | this small volunteer corps had proceeded scarcely 
the advance corps of the army under your command. |half'a mile before the main body of the enemy shew- 
My force consisted of 554 of the 5th regiment un. /ed itseli, which was immediately attacked. The in- 
der lient. col. Sterett; 620 of the 6th, under lieut. | fantry and riiemen maintained a fire of some min- 
col. MDonald; 500 of the 27th, under lieut. col. utes, and retired with some loss in killed and wound- 
Long; 450 of the S9th, under lieut.col. Fowler; 700 )ed; the cavalry and artillery owing to the disadvan- 
of the Slst under lieut.col. Amey; 150 riflemen un-|tagcous grounds not being able to support them.— 
der capt. Dyer; 140 cavalry under lieut. col. Biays;| fn this skirmish, major Heath’s horse was killed un- 
and the Union Artillery of 75 men, with six four-jder him. At half-past 2 o’clock, the enemy com- 
pounders, under capt. Montgomery, making an ug-|menced throwing rockets across my left flank, which 
sregate of 3185 eifective men. 1 moved towards |seemed harmless, and had no other effect than to 
North Point by the main road, and at 8 o’clock P.|prepare my line for the sound of the artillery, which 
M. reached the meeting-house rear the head of Bear | soon commenced by us on the enemy’s right column 
creek, seven miles from this city. Here the brigade | then pushing across towards my left, and returned 
halted, with the exception of the cavalry, who were )5y their six-pounders and a howitzer upon my left 
pushed forward to Gorsuch’s farm three miles inj and centre. The camonading was brisk for some 
advance, and the riflemen who took post near the} minutes, when I ordered my fire to cease until the 
blacksmith’s shop two miles in advance of our en-j}enemy should get within close range of cannister.— 
campmenat. Atseven o’clock on the morning of the |Seeimg that my left flank was the main ebject of the 
i2th, received information from the sdvanced virjenemy, 1 brought up the S9th into line on the left of 
dettes that the enemy were debarking troops from | the 27ih, and detached two pieces of artillery to the 
and under cover of their gun vessels which lay off jieft of the 39Un: sull more securely to pretect my 
the blufof North Point within the mouth of Pataps- | left flank, colonel Amey of the 51st was ordered to 
co river. IT immediately ordered back my baggage |form his regiment at right angles with my line, 
under a strong guard, moved forward the Sti and ‘resting his right near the left of the 39th regiment. 





Colonel Jamwrs Monroy, 
Acting secretary of war. 
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This order being badly executed created for a mo-;my field officers also merits my particular notice. ~~ 
ment some confusion in that quarter, but was soon Major Richard K. Heath of the 5th, who led on the 
rectified by the efforts of my aid-de-camp and brigade | advance party to bring on the action, béhaved as be- 
majors, who corrected the error of colonel Amey came an officer, the facts of his first horse being 
and posted the 51st in its ordered position. The|killed under him in the first skirmish, his second 
enemy’s right column displayed and advanced upon | being badly wounded, and himself receiving a con- 
the S9th and 27th. The Sist, unmindful of my ob. | tusion on the head, by a musket ball, in the general 
ject to use its fire. in protection of my left flank injaction, are ample proofs of his bravery and exposure 
case an attempt should be m: ade to turn it, totally for-|in discharge of his duty. Lieut. col. Sterett, end 
getful of the honor of the brigade, and regardless of; major Barry of the Sih, gained my highest sppro- 
its own reputation, delivered one random frre and re-} bation, and ‘they unite w sth all in praise of c*ptain 
treate 1 prec: pr sately, and in such e¢onf sion, as to| Spangler and his company of volunteers, from York, 
render every effort of mine to ratly them inefivctive.; Pa. then attached to their command; also of adju- 
Some disorder was occasioned in the second batta-| tant Creston, whois slightly wounded. Lieut. col. 
ion of the S9th, by the flight of the 51st, and a few| Long of the 27th, and his field and company oflicers, 
gave way. The fire now became general from left did well; this whole regiment were unsurpassed j in 
to right; my artillery in the centre poured forth an} bravery, resolution and enthusiasm. My brigade 
incessant volley of cannister upon the enemy’s left nee to bewail the loss of adjutant James Lowry Do- 
column, who were endeavoring to gain the cover ie a} naldson, who fell in the hottest of the fi; ght, brovely 
small log-house, about 50 yards in front of the Sth; discharging the duties of his commission. Lieut. 
whieh, however, precatition had been taken to fire, so! col. Fowler, and major Steiger of the 39th did tieir 
soon as captain Sadtier’s Yagers from the 3th (who! duty in every respect ; they speak highiy of the 
were originally posted therein) shoul. be compelled { volunteer companies of capt. Quaniril, from Hagers- 
fo leave it. he enemy’s line advanced about 10 mi-! town, and capt. Metzyar from Hanover, Pa. Capt. 
putes before 3 o "clock, witha severe fire which was, Quantril is wounded. Captain Join Montgomery, 
well returned by the artillery, the whole 27th, the! consmandiig: my artillery, 53 ined tor himself and 
5th except the three companies of captains Levering, | Ral s company lysting honor. Captain Aisquith, and 
Howard and Saddler, which were too much exhaust: | s company of rifle men, mer it my thanks. Ensign 
ed by the advanced skirmish of the two former—and | WV iimot, Ccomman ding the company of United Vol- 
the ordered retreat of the balter to resume their po- | unteel s or the S'h, and many of his men, distin- 
sitions in line;—and from the first battalion of the} guishe d the re aig s. To brigade mx jors Calhoun 
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s9ih, who maintained its ground in despite of the! and Frailevy, I am under great oblic::ions for the 
disgracelul example set by the intended support on} i prompt, niicd zeal fe rfoermance of their duty.— 
the left. The fire was incessant UG! about 15 minute sl 'T omy aid-de-camp, nsjor George P. Stevenson, .00 


before 4 0’cleck, when, finding that my line now 1400} mt ich praise cannot ve riven, his industry in every 
strong, Was insufficient to withstand the superiar | arrangement before the ight, and in animating the 
numbers of the enemy, and my left flank being ex-| Whole hne, was conspicuous; his zeal and coursge 
posed by the desertion of ihe 51st, 1 was constrained | pare of the most ardent Kind, the sprightliness of his 
to order a movement back to the reserve reg ail.) jimaniwders in the most trv) ing scenes had the happiest 
under colonel M‘Donald, w whic ch was weil posted to}effeet upon all to whom he had to communicate my 
receive the retired line which mostly rallied \v cll. }orders; and the precision with which he de livered 
On forming with the Gch, the faiigued siate of the! my commands, could be exceeded only by the cool- 
regiments and cerps Ww hich had reured, and the pro-|ness with which he always saw them executed. He 
bability that my right flank might be turned by : i; Was animated, brave, and useful. M: gor Willinm 
que. movement of the enemy im that cirection, inst B. Barney, and adjut ant Lemuel Tsy! lor, of the 
duced me, after proper deliberation, to fall back to cavalry, who, having no opportunity of distinction 
Worthington’s mill; which Iwas the more persusded | in their regiment owing to the grounds, did me 
to, by my desire to liave the 6: h regim ent (whos sc} great service, the former in aiding cpt. fontgome- 
officers and men were eager to slave the dangers ofjry, tke latter in conveying my orders through ihe 
their brother solders) perfect and in goud ord er to}whole. Mr. Robert Goodloe Harper deserves piv 
receive the enemy on his nearer approach to ¢ thanks. He visited me just betore the action; ac- 
All retired ac 1 could wish, and were ready to act xs !companied the advaneed party, and aided me much 
circumstances might require. In this situation you throughout. The brave sok diers under my commend 
‘ nind the brigade on the morning of the 13th, sone-| have suffered Inany privations, and I recognise among 
‘hat fatigue id, but with increased confidence in our-! our killed and wounded many valuable men ; i 
see s, and renewing our prep: aration for the annoy-| which Tw it! make a report ina few days. 
ance of the enemy alone, i deemed proper, or in cone! Thave the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
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junction with any other force. | JOHN STRICKER, 
Ihave thought it due to the merits of my brigade, | Briz. Gen. Com. 3d brigade, M. “Th. 

to detail thus fully their whole movement, and 1 feel: GENERAL ORDERS. 

su pride in the belief that the stand made on Monday | H. Q. Baltimore, September 19, 1814. 


inno small degree, tended to check the temerity of! The enemy having been compelled to retire from 
a foe, daring to invade a country lke ours, and de- | before this city, the major general commanding tukes 
signing the destruction of our city, in whose defence | pleasure in congr alulating the troops under his com- 
some of the best blood of the country has already}mand, upon a relaxation of these severe duties to 
been spilt, and for whose safety and protection the wy hich th: ey were for some days necessarily exposed. 
citizen-soldiers of the 3d brigade are ready to suffer | The readiness with which theysubmitted to privations 
every privation, and meetevery danger. Should re- of every kind, was as gratifying to him as the alacrity 
port be true, (and I doubt not the fact) that the with which they flew to arms for the protection of the 
enemy’s commanding officer, major-general Joss city. He feels a particul: r pleasure in imparting to 
was killed in this action, and that the enemy suffer- | ‘every officer and soldier his warm ackpowledgements 
ed in proportion to his superior numbers, I shall | for the zeal they displaved in marching to meet the 
feel still more the valuable consequences of our fight. ene my, Whose object by his own declaration is known 

‘Nhe conduet of many company officers and | pri-| to be devastation and ruin to every assailable point 
vates, was such as I calculated on; that of most of'on the seaboard. [tis with peculiar satisfaction the 
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commanding general seizes this opportunity of ac- 
knowledging the very great assistance he has re- 
ceived from the counsel and active exertions of com- 
modure Rodgers. His exertions and those of his 
brave officers and seamen, have contributed in a very 
eminent degree to the safety of the city, and should 
be remembered with lively emotions of gratitude by 
every citizen. 

The successful defence of Fort M‘Henry by major | 
Armistead of the United States army having under | 
his command (besides his own corps) three compa. | 
nies of colonel Harris’s regiment of artillery com- | 
manded by captains Berry and Nicholson and hea 
tenant Pennington and a part of the soth and 30th 
regiments of United States infantry commanded by 
licutenant colonel Steuart, is beyond all praise. Their 
gallantry and intrepidity enabled them to defend the 
fort against every cffort of the enemy, and there is 
no doubt, that this intrepid officer wiil be rewarded 
by the government. The voluntary services of ma- 
jor Lane of the 14th regiment of United States infan- 
try were highly useful and duly appreciated by major 
Armistead. Lieutenant Newcomb of the navy, who 
commanded Fort Covington and lieutenant Webster 
of the Hotilla, the eity battery, performed their res- 
peciive duties to the entire satisfaction of the com- 
manding general. 








<9 


be organized, armed, equipped and disciplined. All 
this has been effected through their indefatigable ex- 
eruions. ‘io these gentlemen the cammanding ge- 
neral tenders his sincere thanks. The enthusiasm 
shown by their men on the approach of the enemy, 
gave a full assurance that reliance might be placed 
on them. 

The light corps under msjor Randall performed 
in a manner highly honorable the services assigned 
it, andl the major’s conduct evinced a firmness, bra- 
very and talent for a military life. 

The excellent discipline and order of the artillery 
under coloncl Harris, and marine artillery under 
captain Stiles, afiords a certainty of their good con- 
duct. The regularity which prevails in those corps 
does them lionor and affords an excellent example 
to others, Fatiguing as were the duties imposed on 
the United States cavalry under captain Bird, and the 
militia cavalry under lieutenant colonels Moore, 
Biays, Street ici Tilghman, and vaptain Lee, they 
were performed with an alacrity and promptness 
highly honorable to the officers and men. To cap- 
tain Thompson of the flying artillery and his com- 
pany, the commanding general tenders his thanks 
for their unremitting personal attention as his guard, 
thew readiness in carrying orders and the various 





To brigadier general Winder he tenders his thanks | separate duties assigned them, and to major Barney 
for his aid, co-operation and prompt pursuit of the and captain Thompson with their corps of observa- 
enemy. To brigadier general Dougtass with his \tion for the correct information received from them. 
brigade, and to colonel Taylor with his regiment ot | Lue guns at the Lazaretto were well served by 
Virginia militia called into service for the deferre | lieutenant Rutier of the Fiotilla, whose conduct iit 
of Washington, the commanding general also makes | the discharye of that, as well as the highly important 
a tender of his acknowledgments. They have sus- | duty of advanced night guards to the fort, has met 
tained privations with patience, and submitted to 2 | tne entire approbation ot the commanding general. 
soldier’s life with a temper that does them credit. | ‘fo the committee of vigilance and safety he feels 
T'o the officers much praise is due for the discipline | himself under particular obligations to acknowledge 
they have introduced, tor their atlention to their men, ithe many advantages he derived from their exertions 
and prompt obedience to orders. [in providing the means necessary for defence. 

To brigadier general Striker and the 3d brigade | Such was the determined zeal evinced on the part 
ef Maryland militia, every praise is due; the city lof every brigade and corps under his command, that 
being threatened, it became the duty of the citizens | the commanding general is impressed with a full 
to be foremost in its defence. He claimed the honor, conviction, that had the enemy made his attack it 
and the brave officers and men under his command! would have terminated In his discomfiture and de- 
hailed with delight the opportunity of meeting the | feat. 
enemy’s first attack: he met the enemy and engaged} By order of insjor general S. Sinith, 
him, and when compelled by superior numbers tw WM. BATES, assist. adj. gen. D. M. M. 
retreat, he effected it in order, and rallied on fis re-| DIVISION ORDERS. 
serve, and from thence retired to the ground which | Di 2 ffead-quarters, New-church street. 
liad been assigned him near the kines. The partict- Fe a oe WS 9 1814. 
lars of the action and the just praise due to each offi-) Brigadier general 7 inder congravu ates the renps 
cer, are given by the brigadier general in his report. | of his nares Se ee ae Pay iad 
He reports the 27th regiment under colonel Long, us| aut or they have becn exposed for the last 
having ia a particular manner distinguished itsell— | - ays. nA ost 5 fag ick 
lic gives due praise to the Sth, under colonel Sterrett,) | * NE Barhison o sais entry un " , beri agty 
and S9ua under colcnel Fowler. He reports that his of major Armistead, are entitled to, and REDEINE, the 
reserve under colone] MDouald merited his appro-; Warmest acknowledgments and praise from the ed 
bation, and that the artillery under captain Montgo-/gadier general for their steady firm we Te de- 
mery highly distinguished itself. He applauds oll | aklgreataly dai | naib bape ote" ras the ing — 
terms which are flattering, the conduct of major | for hairy dance Sanovedeie her siti: when 2 ag lucy were 
Pinckney’s battalion of riflemen, the command of | C#POsce 4. al incessant shower OF shells. 
which on this occasion having devolved on captain} 4 he militia artillery of the Jd brigade under cap- 
Dver, He mentions in konorable terms the bravery | tains NiChasson and Berry, and heutenant I enning- 
and good conduet of major Heath of the Sth, who | ton vied with the regulars i ide rine anak: and a 
had two horses shot under him, and of captains Span- a Which would have mores Seeie ote 
gler and Metzgar commanding conip mics from | pins as - ae, . ca ue ive fenctbles i wie , ni “of U Me 
Pennsylvania, and of captain Quantril with a con.) MUhery, que: a sa ye ee re teagtt ul : 
Pany from Hagerstown. important lat ara GOR eae PTW he aiso ‘al 

The Pennsylvania volunteers without commissions, | Warmest asknow atin Ceapites A gh Ae fe ame 
repaired to the post of danger, chose officers aud or- peacnenes SRM, ee betad cate 8 STS “ee i ae 
ganized themselves into regiments, performed all the ments before and during t HS Sema o a Labilit “te 
duties of soldiers and have recommended themselves = ell as for the uniform mets sda, Seed h 4 f . te ¢ 
in a particular manner to the attention of the COM: 9 Was discovered he get aan bie 9 oe 2 
manding general. Much praise is also due to gents | post immediately committe WFC, 2S. 
rals Stansbury and Forman, Their men came out 
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has complied under great and perplexing difficulties 
with demands from all quarters for ammunition. 

Lieutenant colonel Steuart and major Lane, nei- 
ther of whom were required to expose themseives 
jn this dangerous post, will please accept the briga- 
dier generals warmest acknowledgments for the 
handsome and gallant manner in which they volun- 
teered to take command of the regular infantry; who 
with their officers and men, have evinced the most 
resolute and steady intrepidity in the midst of im- 
ininent and long continued danger. 

The squadron of United States Light Dragoons 
under captain Bird, have proved by the indefatigable 
and bold manner in which they have constantly kept 
upon the very lines of the enemy under the fire of 
his guards and the regular and ex:ct intelligence 
which they have constantly given of his situation, 
that they want nothing but an opportunity to signa- 
lize themselves. Tie boid and intrepid charge which 
sergeant Keiler, of captain Bird’s company, mace 


upon the rear guard of the retreating enemy with) 


but three dragoons in which he dispersed a guard 
of 18 fusileers, taking 6 of them prisoners in despite 


of their fire and that of a four pounder within half 


cannister distance which made three discharges at 
him deserves the highest approbation, and the skill 
and dexterity with which he accomplished this bold 
achievement proves he will be competent to a more 
considerable command to which the justice of his 
government will no doubt advance him. 

Brigadier general Douglass witi his entire brigade 
4 Virginia militia have evinced during tour days 
of the most active and arduous duties, under the se- 
verest privations of rest and reireshment, in constant 
exposure to ine unusual inclemency of the weather 
for the season, a patience, obedience, and alacrity 
for the most dangerous duties which cannot be sur- 
passed; and the prompt and eager pursuit in which 
they yesterday engaged, after the retreating enemy, 
in the midst of heavy and constant rain after such a 
series of suffering and fatigue, is the best evidence 
which can be given that the patriotism: waich so 
promptly led them to the field in defence of their 
country, wag bottomed upon a courage which dan- 
gers and difficulty cannot subdue. 

Lieutenant colonel Griffin Taylor with his regiment 
aiso of Virginia militia, who was left in charge of tie 
defences in part on the Ferry-branch, has proved by 
his judicious arrangements and the zealous manner 
in which he was supported by his men and officers, 
that he only wanted an eccusien to prove himself anu 
them the worthy coadjutors of their countrymen. 

The enemy has retired from our city and it is to be 
hoped under such circumstances as will deter him 
from again attempting it. Those gallant Virginians 
will have the consolation of believing they have cs- 
sentially contributed to its safety. 

The enemy however has at present only taken re- 
fuge in his suips—he still remains in eur vicinity and 
may and probably willreturn if he knows there 1s the 
least relaxation of vigilance or readiness. ‘The com- 
manding officers ef corps and detachments will there- 
fore exert themselves with unremitted diligence to 
repair the damages of the late fatigue and exposure 
~—to refresh their troops and hold them in readiness 
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ROBT. G. MITE, 
assistant adjuiant general, 


By order. 





The President's Message. 

The following message was on Tuesday last trans- 
mitted from the presidentof the United Stat 
Mr. Edward Celes his secretary, to both houses of 
cougress: | 
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| Fellow-citizens of the Senate and of the Mouse of Reé- 
; presentatives. 

Notwithstanding the early dey which hed been 
fixed for your session of the present year, I was in- 
duced to call you together stiil sooner, as well that 
any inadequacy in the existing provisions for the 
Wants of the treasury might be supplied, as that no 
deliy might happen in providing for the result of the 
hegooistions on foot with Great Britain, whether it 
should require arrangements adapted to a retuin of 
peace, or further and more effective provisions for 
Prosecuting the war. 

That result jis not yet known. If, on one hand, 
the repeal of the orders in council, and the general 
pacitication in Enrope, which withdrew the occasion 
fon which impressments from American vessels were 
;practised, surcest expectations that peace and ami- 
ty may be re-established; we are compelled, on the 
‘other hand, by the refusal of the Britsh government 
ito accept the offered mediation of the emperor of 
Ritssia; by the delays in giving effect to its own pro- 
posal of a direct negociation; and above all, by the 
principles and manner in which the war is now avow- 
edly carried on, to infer that a spirit of hostility is 
indulged more violent than ever, against the rights 
jand prosperity of this country. 

This mereased violence is best explained by the 
;two unportant circumstances, that the great contest 
(in Europe, for an equilibrium guaranteeing all its 
states against the xmbition of any, has been closed 
}without any check on the overbearing power of 
‘Creat Britain on the ocean; and that it has left um: 
her hands disposable armaments, with which, for- 
yeiting the difficulties ofa remote war against a free 
people; and yielding to the intoxication of success, 
hwith ihe example of a great victim to it before her 
eyes, she cherishes hopes of still further aggtandiz- 
ing a power clready tormidable in its abuses to the 
i tranquility of the civilized and commercial wor!d. 

| But, whatever maj lisve inspired the enemy with 
these more violent purposes, the public councils of 
'2 Nation, more uble to maintain than it was to ac- 
iquire its independence, and with a devotion to it, 
rendered more ardent by the experience of its bless- 
(ings, can never deliberate but on the means most 
effectual for defeating the extravagant views or un- 
warrantable passions, wilh which alone the war can 
now be pursued against us. 

In the events of the present campaign, the enemy, 
with all his sugmented means, and wanton use of 
them, has little ground for exultation, unless he can 
feel it in the success of his recent enterprizes against 
}this Metropolis, and the neighboring town of Alex- 
landria; from both of which his retreats were as pre- 
cipitate, as his atempts were bold and fortunate. 
In his other incursions on our Atlentic frontier, his 
progress, often checked and chastised by the martial 
spirit of the neignboring citizens, has had more ef- 
fect in distressing incividuals, and in dishonoring his 
arms, than in promoting any object of legitimate 
varfare. And in the two instances mentioned, how- 
ever deeply to be regretted on our part, he wiil find 
in his transient success, which interrupted for a mo- 
ment only the ordinary public business at the seat of 
rovernment, no compensation for the loss of charac: 
ter with the world, by his violations of private pro- 
perty, and by his destruction of public edifices, pro- 
tected, as monuments of the arts, by the laws of ct- 
Vilized warfare. 

On our side we can appeal to a series of achiev- 
ments, which have given new lustre to the Ameri- 
‘can arms. Besides the brilliant incidents in the mt- 
inor #perations of the campaign, the splendid victo- 
lries pained on the Canadian side of the Niagara, by 
'the American forces under major-generai Brown, und 
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brigadiers Scott and Gaines, have gained for these 
heroes and their emulating companions, the most 
unfading laurels; and having triumphantly tested 
the progressive discipline of the American soldiery, 
have taught the enemy that the longer he protracts 
his hostile efforts, the more certain and decisive will 
be his final discomfiture. 

On our southern border victory has continued al- 
so to follow the American standard. ‘The bold and 
skilful operations of major-general Jackson, con- 
ducting tovops drawn érom the militia of the states 
Jeast distant, particukirly of Tennessee, have sub 
dued the principal tribes of hostile savages, and, by 
establishing a peace with them, preceded by recent 
ani exemplary ciiastisement, has best guarded a- 
gainst the mischief of their co-operation with the 
British enterprizes which may be planned against 
that quarter of our country. 
Indians on our north-western frontier, have also ac- 
ceded ts stipulations which bind them to the inte- 
rests of the United States, and to consider our ene- 
my as theirs also. 


In the recent attempt of the enemy on the city of 


Baltimore, defended by militia and volunteers, aid- 
ed by a small body of regulars and seamen, he was 
received with a spirit which produced a rapid re- 
treat to his ships; whilst a concurrent attack by a 
large fleet was successfully resisted by the steady 
and well directed tire of the fort and batteries oppo- 
sec to it. 

In another recent attack by a powerful force on 
our troops at Plattsburg, of which regulars made a 
part only; the enemy, after a perseverance for many 
hours, was finally competled to seek safety in a has- 
ty retreat, with our gallant bands pressing upon 
him. 

Qn the Lakes, so much contested throughout the 
war, the great exertions for the command made on 
our part have been well repaid. On lake Ontario, 
our squadron is now, and las been for some time, in 
a condition to confine that of the enemy to his own 
port, and favor the operations of our land forces on 
that frontier. 

A purt of the squadron on lake Erie has been ex- 
tended into lake Huron, and has produced the ad- 
vantage of displaying our command of that Inke al- 
so. One object of the expedition was ‘the reduction 
of Mackinaw, which failed with the loss of a few 
brave men, among whom was an officer justly dis- 
tinguished for his gallant exploits. ‘Phe expedi- 
tion, ably conducted both by the land and the na- 
val commanders, was otherwise highly valuable in 
its effects. 

Oa Ivke Champlain, where superiority had for 
some time been indisputed, the British squadron 
lately came into action, with the American, com- 
manded by capt. Macdonough. [t issued in the cap- 
ture of the whole of the enemy’s ships. The best 
praise for this officer and his imtrepid comrades, is 
in the likeness of his trkamph to the illustrious vic- 
tory, which immortalized another officer, and esta- 
blished, at a critical moment, our command of ano- 
ther like. 

On tl 


Important tribes of, 


ie ocean, the pride of our naval arms has|the usages of civil; 


the rising glory of the American flag, and have me- 
rited all the effusions of gratitude which their coun- 
try 1s ever ready to bestow on the champions of its 
rights and of its safety. 

Two smaller vessels of war have also become 
prizes to the enemy, but by a superiority of force, 
which sufficiently vindicates the reputation of their 
commanders; whilst two others, one commanded 
by captain Warrington, the other by captain Blake- 
ly, have captured British ships of the same class, 
With a gallantry and good conduct, which entitle 
them, and their companions, to a just share in the 
praise of their country. 

In spite of the naval force of the enemy accumu. 
jlated on our coasts, our private cruisers 2lso have 
jnot ceased to annov his commerce, and to bring their 
irich prizes into our ports; contributing thus, with 
other proofs, to demonstrate the incompetency and 
illegality of a blockade, the proclamation of which 
is made the pretext for vexing and discouraging 
the commerce cf neutral powers with the United 
States. 

To meet the extended and diversified warfare 
adopted by the enemy, great bodies of militia have 
been taken into service for the public defence, and 
great expenses incurred. That the defence every 
where may be both more convenient and more eco- 
nomical, Congress wiil see the necessity of imme- 
diate measures for filling the ranks of the regular 
army, and of enlarging the provision for special 
jcorps, mounted and unmounted, to be engaged for 
longer periods of service than are due from the mi- 
litia. Tearnestly renew, at the same time, a recom- 
mendation of such changes in the system of the mi- 
litray 9s by classing, ant disciplining for the most 
prompt and active service the portions most capa- 
ble of it, will give to that great resource for the 
| public safety, all the requisite energy and efficiency. 
| The monies received into the Treasury during 
ithe nine months ending on the 30th day of June 
last, amounted to 32 millions of dollars; of whicls 
near 11 millions were the proceeds of the public re- 
venue, and the remainder derived from loans. The 
disbursements for public expenditures during the 
same period exceeded 34 millions of dollars, and 
left in the Treasury on the Ist day of July, near 5 
millions of dollars. The demands during the res 
imainder of the present year, already authorized by 
Congress, and tire expences incident to an extension 
of the operations of the war, will render it necessag 
ry that large sums should be provided to meet them. 
| From this view of the national affairs, congress 
will be urged to take up, without delay, as weil 
the subject of pecuniary supplies as that of military 
force, and 6n a scexle commensurate with the extent 
and the character which the war has assumed. It is 
not to be disguised, that the situation of our country 
calls for its greates: efforts. Our enemy is powerful 
in men and money; on the land and on the water.— 
Availing himself of fortuitous advantages, he is 
aiming, with his undivided force, a deadly blow at 
our growing prosperity, perliaps at our national ex- 
istence. Le has avowed his purpose of trampling on 
ed warfare, and given carnests 
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been amply supported. A second frigate has indeed |of it, in the plunder and wanton destuction of pri- 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, but the loss is|vate property. In his pride of maritime dominion 
hidden in the blaze of heroism with which she was |and in his thirst of commercial monopoly, he strikes 
defended. Captain Porter, who commanded her, | with peculiar animosity at the progress of our navi- 
and whose previous career had been distinguished | gation and of our manufactures, His barbarous policy 
by daring enterprise and fertility of genius, main-|has not even spared those monuments of the arts and 
tained a sanguinary contest against two ships, one; models of taste, with which our country had en- 
of them superior to his own, and under other se-|riched and embeilisived its infant metropolis. From 
vere disadvantages, till humanity tore down the) such an adversary, hostility in its greatest force and 
colors which valor had nailed to the mast. This |in its worst forms, mzy be locked for. The Ameri- 
Officer and his brave comrades huye addéd much to. people 
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which in our revolutionary struggle defeated his 
unrighteous projects. His threats and his barbarities, |The artillery and the engineers have performed. 
instead of dismay, will kindle in every bosom an in- | their functions with a zeal and precision highly cre- 
diznation not to be extinguished but in the disaster ditable to themselves and honorable to their country. 
and expulsion of such cruel invaders. In providing | Our loss is trifling indeed, having only one officer 
the means necessary, the national legislature will |and fifteen men kille4; and one officer and thirty 
not distrust the heroic and enlightened patrio-/men wounded. 

lism of its constituents. They will cheerfully and| The militia of New York and the volunteers of 


proudly bear every burden of every kind, which the /Vermont, have been exceedingly servieeable, and 
safety and honor of the nation demand. We have 





The officers and men have ail done their duty.—- 
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‘have evinced a degree of patriotism and bravery 
seen them every where paying their taxes, direct 
and indirect, with the greatest promptness and 
alacrity. We see them rushing with enthusiasm to 
the scenes where danger and duty call. In offering 


their blood, they give the surest pledge that no other | 


tribute will be withheld. 


Having forborne to declare war until to other age | 
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gressions had been added the capiuie of ne 


thousand American vessels, and the impressment of | 
thousands of American sea-farinyg citizens, and until | 
a final declaration had been made by the government 
of Great Britain, that her hostile orders against our | 


cominerce would not be revoked, but on conditions 
as impossible as unjust; whilst it was known that 
these orders would not otherwise cease, but with a 
war which had lasted nearly twenty years, and 
Which, according to appearances at that time, might 
last as many more; having manifested on every oc- 
casion, and in every proper mode, a sincere desire 


to arrest the effusion of blood, and meet our enemy | 


on the ground of justice and reconciliation, our be- 
foved country, in still opposing to his persevering 
hostility all its energies, with an undiminished dispo- 
sition towards peace and friendship on honorable 
terms, must carry with it the good wishes of the im- 
partial world, and the best hopes of support fiom an 
Omnipotent and kind Providence. 
JAMES 51ADISON. 
Washington, Sept. 20th, 1814. 
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Copy of aletter from Com. Mc Donouzh to the Secre- 
taru of the Nuvu, dated 
U. States’ ship Saratoga, off Plattsburg, Sept. 1i. 

SIR—The Almighty has been pleased to grant us 
a signal victory on Lake Champlain, in the captive 
of one frigate, one brig, and two sloops of wa. of 
the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, 





T. MACDONOUGH, Com. 
: Hou. W. Jones, secretary of the Navy. 
Copy of aletter fram Gen. Macomb (just received) 
tu the Secretary of War, dated 
Fort Moreau, September 12, 1814. 

SIR—T have the honor to inform vou that the Bri- 
tish army, consisting of four brigades, a corps ef ar- 
tillery, « squadron of horse and a strong light corps, 
amounting in all to about fourteen thousand men, 
after investing this place on the north of the Sars- 
nac river since the 5th inst. broke un their camp 
and raised the seige this morning at 2 o’cleck. 

They are now retreating precipitately, leaving 
their sick and wounded behind. 

The enemy ovened his battevies vesterday morn- 
ing, and continued the cannonading, bombarding 
and rocket firing until sunset; by this time, our bat- 
teries had completely silenced those of our oppo- 
nents. 

The light troops and militia are new in full pur: 
suit of the enemy, making prisoners in all direc- 
tions. Deserters are continually coming in, so that 
the lossof the British army in this enterprize will 
be considerable. 

A more detailed report will be made of the siege, 
ani circumstances attending it; as early as possible 


worthy of themselves and the states to which they 
‘respectively belong. 

| The strength of the garrison is only fifteen hun- 
dred effective men rank and file. 

[have the honor to be, with perfect respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 
| ALEX’R MACOMB. 


| The Aon. the Seeretary of War. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
aPpA great mass of imporiant matter with a notice 
‘of many interesting incidenis, are excluded by the 
‘giorious details presented. In respect to Baliimore 
iwe have given a very copious accomnt, and also what 
‘of the first importance of the affairs on Champlain 
‘and at Platisburg which have reached t's. If we have 
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good luck another number of the Rreister will be 
published by the middle of next week. 

Op Never since [ printed a papes, did Iso heartily 
Wisi for alittle more room, as at present!—LDut all 
human things are limitted. Therefore, though un- 
willing, some details of Macdonorgh’s & Macomb’s 
victories, both fin type, must lay over. Also an 
haccount of the enemy’s expedition to the Penobscot, 
‘where they did great damage, and by paper claim, 
shave sonquered the whoie country east of that river!!! 

In the battie on Champlain the enemy had 93 guns 

—we $6—they 1°50 men—we 826—ther killed and 
wounded 194—we 116. We took one frigate, one 
brig, and two sloops. Some of the gun boats were 
‘sunk, sud some made their escape. 

Peack uwumon. A Burlington (Vt.) paper of the 
16th has the following: On the evening of the{night in 
‘in which the British commenced their retreat [from 
| Platisburg) a British mejor seut for a son of general 

Moore’s, who remained to protect his father’s house 
near the British camp, and intormed him that sir 
George Prevost had received intelligence by mail, 
on that day at neon, by way of Halifax, that preti- 
minaties of peace between Great Britain and Ame- 
‘rica, were signed in Europe. Whether this account 
was forged for the purpose of excusing their retreat, 
ov to damp the war spirit of our miliua, or whether 
confidence is to be placed in it, the public must 
judge. , : 

Nreocration.—A prize vessel has arrived at New 

Bedford trom /falfax, which brings a report that a 
vessel had arrived at that place with sealed des- 
patches from the prince regent to the American go- 
vernment, and that she sailed the next day for the 
Chesapeake. 

Large bodies of the New-York militia, have joined 
general Brown at fort Erie. Others were pushing on. 
‘Yzard hes arrived at Saeketts fiarbor, and an expedi- 
tion seems about to tuke place. Great events may be 
‘expected. Drummond, we trust, is the object. 
Brown is w fine health and spirits. 

4Coneunss met on Monday. The usyal incipient 
‘proceedings have been had, and shall be noticed 
‘hereafter. 
| Coxmopvorr Barner has been exchanged. He is so 
\ far recovered that he resumed his command on Tues- 
lday last, and was received with repeated acclama- 
'tions by his brave fellows of the flotilla. 
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